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COVER PHOTO 
Top ranking shooters in the 1963 Na- 
tional Bench Rest Championships at Wap- 
wallopen, Pennsylvania, August 29-30-31 
and Sept. 1. (left to right) Ralph Stolle, 
Seabrook, Md. 3rd in 100 yard and 5th in 
Championship _ aggregate. The CHAM- 
PION, Paul O. Gottschall, Salem, Ohio, 
also the 200 yard champion. George Kel- 
bly, Rittman, Ohio, runner-up in the 200 
yard aggregate. L. E. Wilson, Cashmere, 
Wash., the 100 yard champion and runner- 
up in the championship aggregate. L. F. 
“Bud” Carden, Kansas City, Kans. 3rd in 
200 yard aggregate. William Schellert, St. 
Louis, Mo. 3rd in the National Champion- 
ship aggregate. Seventeen year old Eldon 
Stolle, Seabrook, Md. runner-up in the 100 
yard aggregate and 4th in the champion- 
ship aggregate. In lower right corner, Fer- 
ris Pindell, Richmond, Ind. 
UNUSUAL HAZARDS 
The following two reports of recent 
unusual and probably uncommon incidents 
point out some hazards to which others of 
the shooting fraternity may become exposed 
to. Both of the materials mentioned were 
manufactured a good number of years ago. 
Both have had quite wide distribution. 
Both have in the past been serviceable and 
available through DCM (and _ probably 
some civilian outlets) at comparatively low 
cost. Probably not all stocks of these ma- 
terials will cause trouble, but if you have 
any supply of these materials, or any other 
chemical materials that have been stored 
for long periods, it would be only wise to 
exercise more than usual caution in their 
future use. : 
If anything that a shooter uses doesn’t 
look right, doesn’t feel right, doesn’t smell 
right, or even if there is only a hunch that 
something may be wrong, it is only good 
sense to STOP right there and try to find 
out what may be wrong before proceeding 
further. 
Pw. T. 


POWDER DISINTEGRATION 


By Loyal K. Wilson, M.D. 

I have never been given to writing to 
any editor unless I had something to say, 
but I have had an experience lately that I 
think is of sufficient importance to report. 

Recently, I acquired a Model 70 Win- 
chester, 243 Varminter, fitted it with my 
Balvar 24 scope and started to work up a 
load. I got some Norma brass, had some 
Hornady 70 gr. bullets, and started with 
4895. This powder was obtained through 
the local club, the Central Texas Rifle and 
Pistol Club. This powder was obtained 
about three or four years ago from the 
DCM. Several loads were made for the 
first try. 

The shooting was very disappointing. 
Of several 5 shot groups that I made, they 
were about three to four inches across, and 
of 40 shots made, 7 were Keyholes. An- 
other try was made with about the same 
result. 

I decided that the bullets were prob- 
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ably not heavy enough and purchased some 
Sierras in 85 and 100 gr. weights. Before 
I had a chance to load any of them, I hap- 
pened to be in the shop and noticed that 
the powder did not look right. On exam- 
ining it, I found a yellowish-brown cloud 
above the powder. I smelled the gas and 
identified it as nitrogen dioxide. 

I had 15 of the cartridges left and im- 
mediately took them apart. On extracting 
the bullet, I found that in all cases the 
powder would not run out of the case. 
dug it out with a sliver of wood. It looked 
as if it had been mixed with some spider 
webs, that is, it was clumped together. I 
remembered that the powder stuck together 
some when I loaded them, but attributed it 
to static. The bases of the bullets were 
corroded a greenish color, probably an 
oxide of copper. There was a slight odor 
of nitrogen dioxide. I examined the pow- 
der in the jar, and found that there were 
clumps throughout the whole lot. 

I thought the matter over and decided 
that if there was to be any disintegration of 
the powder, the following could be expect- 
ed as final products: 

1) Oxide of hydrogen, which is water. 

2) Oxides of carbon—carbon dioxide 
and possible carbon monoxide. 

3) Compounds of nitrogen and hydro- 
gen—mostly ammonia. 

4) Short change hydrocarbons—meth- 
ane mostly. 

5) Oxides of nitrogen. 

I doubt if any of the higher com- 
pounds would be formed, such as the 
amines, organic acids, ring compounds, etc. 
I consulted with another gun nut in town, 
James Gilleland (Ph.D. in chemistry, clini- 
cal chemist to Providence Hospital) and he 
agreed with me. He could shed no light 
as to why the powder should have done 
this. He suggested that perhaps moisture 
or the presence of acids or oil might do it. 
I could not explain any such contamina- 
tion. 

I have asked several others who had 
some of this powder, and some have said 
that they had such disintegration. There- 
fore, it was probably bad from the start. 

I then cooked up some loads with 
3031, in all the bullet weights, and the 
groups were all under 11%”. 

This powder was stored in a glass jar, 

about 6-7 pounds of it, in a dark corner of 
the shop in the cellar. There was some 
Ball-C and 4831 stored similarly, but there 
was no change in them. I do not know 
what the maximum temperature was during 
this time in the shop, but it had reached 
105° this summer and 108° last summer, 
outside. 
This brings up some interesting possi- 
bilities. Is some of the erratic shooting, 
otherwise unexplained, due to such disinte- 
gration in the loaded cases? Can the pres- 
sure be raised to the point that it is danger- 
ous? 

The main reason for writing this is to 
bring a warming. In 1956, in the JOUR- 
NAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATNON, there was described a 
condition named by the author SILO FILL- 
ER’S DISEASE. It was described as a 
condition of the lungs caused by the con- 
tact with this same gas, nitrogen dioxide. 
This is a very pungent and irritating gas. 
During the fermentation of the silage, it is 
liberated in sufficient quantity to be toxic. 
It has also been described as a sequel to 
exposure to the gas in industries and in de- 
tonation or explosives. The gas can _be- 
come concentrated enough in places where 
there is insufficient ventilation. If one had 
large quantities of powder in a closet or 
other confined space, it could well become 
toxic if these changes are taking place and 
left for some period of time. 

This disease is quite serious. If 
enough is inhaled at first, death can come 
on rapidly. In the article in the JAMA, 
two of five patients died. Otherwise, 
pneumonia-like symptoms come on. The 
course is about three to four weeks, when 


healing takes place. 
to such scarring that the lungs can no long- 


This healing can lead 


er function, causing death or permanent 
disability. The medical name is bronchio- 
litis fibrosa obliterans. 

I hope that this does not scare any- 
one, but please use caution and sufficient 
ventilation if anything odd is noticed about 
the powder. 

GI BORE CLEANER 

The following information is from a 
newspaper clipping just recently sent in by 
Charles S. Craig, Lockport, New York: 

A 2-month-old Town of Orchard Park 
(New York) girl is in critical condition after 
inhaling fumes from a rifle-cleaning fluid 
issued in World War II by the U. S. Army. 
The infant is being treated for a damaged 
liver. 

The girl was first taken to Mercy Hos- 
pital in South Buffalo on June 16 in a jaun- 
diced condition. Two days later she was: 
transferred to Children’s Hospital. Exam- 
ining physicians there noted the liver dam- 
age and suspected poisoning as the cause. 

Questioning of the girl’s father re- 
vealed that the day before she became ill, 
he had been cleaning a rifle with the fluid 
in a room adjoining the child’s. He said 
he purchased the fluid at a store. 

Dr. Westfall, noting the child’s deter- 
iorating condition, made an emergency call 
to the Army Surgeon’s General’s office in 
Washington to determine the ingredients of 
the rifle cleaner. The Washington office 
called the Commanding Officer at Rock 
Island Arsenal and gave him, the stock 
number and purchase number of the chem- 
ical. Consulting with the supervisor of the 
arsenal’s Corrosion Preventative Laboratory 
and the post surgeon, they determined that 
the cleaner, labeled simply “Cleaner, Rifle 
Bore, U. S. Army” was obsolete and _ its 
maker had gone out of business. Then 
Bootzin (the supervisor) recalled that World 
War II cleaner had a cresylic acid base, 
which can cause liver damage. 

Dr. Westfall said the infant is being 
given vitamins and intravenous fluids in the 
hope the damaged liver cells will repair 
themselves. 

He said the reason the infant was 
poisoned while the father and other mem- 
bers of the family were not, is because an 
infant’s liver is particularly susceptible to 
damage, much more so than an adult’s. 


TOURNAMENT 
CIRCUIT 


VERMONT STATE SMALLBORE 

The Vermont State Smallbore Rifle 
Tournament, conducted by the Prosper 
Rifle Club at Woodstock July 28th, had 
the smallest entry in years (37) and only 
14 Vermont residents competed. It was a 
sunny day with temperature in the 90’s. 
Wind was relatively light but there was a 
very heavy mirage most of the day. Only 
five 400 scores were fired,-two in the first 
match of the day (100 yd. any sight) and 
three in the last match (50 yd. any sight). 

A 396 (the only one) by James Gomo 
of Springfield, Vt., took the 100 yard iron 
sight match and a single 399 by Kermit 
Montross, West Hartford, Conn., took the 
50 yard iron sight match. Jr.-SS Fred M. 
Cessidy from Tumers Falls, Mass., won the 
20 shot 100 yd. offhand match with a 190 
and the Junior award in the grand aggre- 
gate with 1578. 

Kermit Montross won the prone aggre- 
gate with 1592-107; Henry Genthner, 
Rochester, N. Y. was runner-up with 1589- 
107; Carl Johnson, Hartford, Conn., third 
with 1586-91; Creighton Audette, Spring- 
field, Vt., fourth and resident champion 
with 1585-90. 

THE REDFIELD MATCH 

The 19th Annual Redfield Match, 
sponsored by the Colorado Rifle Club and 
Redfield Gun Sight Co., was held August 3 
and 4 at the Colorado Rifle Club range 
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Ray Wheeler of Tacoma, Washington, looks pleased as he receives Grand Aggre- 
gate Award for the 1963 Redfield Rifle Matches. 


Making the presentation was Lowell 


M. Higgens, Secretary of the Colorado Rifle Club (Denver). 


west of Denver. Fifty-six shooters from 
eleven states participated in the two-day 
smallbore rifle event. 

Ray Wheeler, Tacoma, Wash., edged- 
out Herb Hollister, Boulder, Colo., for the 
Grand Aggregate honors. Both shooters 
had identical scores of 3179-226x, but 
Wheeler was accorded the championship 
after registering a higher “longest shot” 
numerical score. The special shoot-off was 
according to NRA regulations. 

Hollister and Henry Benson of Sal- 
mon, Idaho, tied the National 2-man team 
Any Sights Record with a score of 800-69x. 
The earlier record was set in 1960 at the 
Redfield Matches by Ray Steeel and Vic 
Auer. 

Winners of the individual matches 
were: First day, all metallic sights; 50 yds. 
Henry Benson, 400-35 50 meters, Benson 
399-28; 100 yds., Harvey Enos, Albuquer- 
que, N. M., 393-17; Dewar course, Ray 
Wheeler 396-27; two-man team, 100 yds., 
Hollister and Benson 795-45 ;metallic ag- 
gregate, Wheeler 1582-103. Second day, 
all any sights 50 yds., Wheeler 400-36; 50 
meters, Gerald Maloney, Sausalito, Calif. 
400-33; Dewar Couase, Ray Steele, Golden, 
Colo. 400-31; 100 yds., Clyde Reedy, Boul- 
der, Colo. 400-35; Aggregate, Hollister 
1599-131. 

Bill Prescott 

ILLINOIS 1000 YARD MATCH 

Twenty-seven shooters participated in 
the 1000 yard rifle match at the Rivoli 
Rifle and Pistol Club’s recently completed 
range on August 12th. The new range is 
about five miles northwest of New Wind- 
sor, Illinois. 

Earl J. Mathiacs, Coal Valley, won the 
iron sight match with 99-12V’s, followed 
by Don Nelson, East Moline, 98-9V, and 
Clifford Clark, Geneseo, 98-7V. 

Nelson won the any sights match with 
100-12V’s, followed by Verdun Randolph, 
Springfield, with 99-15V, and Phil Amet, 
LaCrosse, Wis. with 99-6V. 

Nelson was the aggregate winner with 
198-21V, Mathias 2nd with 196-28V, and 
Amet 3rd with 194-14V. Nelson shot a 
rifle chambered for the .308 Norma Mag- 
num. 

Nelson and Mathias won the two-man 
team match with 394-49V, and George 
Bjornstad, Chicago, and Amet were 2nd 
with 386-33V. 
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This was the first match on this new, 
6 firing point range which is now the only 
1000 yard range in Illinois. 
PENNSYLVANIA FREE RIFLE MATCH 

The 6th annual. Franklin Twp. Free 
Rifle Championship matches were fired on 
the Murrysville Rifle Club range the week- 
end of Aug. 18th. Out of a field of 54 
competitors, Capt. John T. Bertva of Lack- 
land AFB, Texas, was the overall winner 
with a score of 1143, to set a new range 
record. M/Sgt. William Krilling of Fort 
Benning, Ga., came in second with 1140. 
Sgt. Allan Hannon, Lackanld AFB, took the 
English Match with 593-12x. Capt. Bert- 
va won the prone stage with 395-13 and 


the kneeling stage with 384-2. Krilling 
took the standing stage with 371-2. 
For the civilian category, John H. 


Writer was the 3 position winner with 
1115-9 and R. Barry Trew 2nd with 1107- 
8. R. K. Moore was the winner of the 
prone stage with 394-9, and also won the 
English Match with 564-7. Barry Trew 
ranked T. Y. Wu in the kneeling stage, 
both with 372-2 scores. In the standing 
stage, Trew scored 360-2 and J. H. Writer 
259-2. 

WESTERN OHIO RIFLE LEAGUE 

The North Dayton team won_ the 
Western Ohio Rifle League 1963 Cham- 
pionship with an aggregate score of 7966- 
496x in the any sight division and 7953- 
483x in the iron sight division, all smallbore 
prone shooting. The Valley City team was 
second in both divisions, aggregating 7955- 
500x any sight and 7923-417x iron sights. 

In the final match of the season, 50 
meters, D. Knoop scored 400-33 and Ollie 
Lauderman 400-29 with any sights, both 
North Dayton cshooters. With iron sights, 
Janet Friddell (Valley City) scored 400-29 
and D. Knoop 400-26. 


Random Shots 


By Betty Summerall Duncan 

The best story out of Perry evolves— 
not from the cold statistics compiled in the 
newly-furnished scoring shack—but, from 
the warm heart of one of our great rifle- 
men. This gentleman poses a threat in 
any competition, but has never quite held 
the national title in his grasp. Among his 
collection of rifles, however, is a super- 


COMING MATCHES 


(We will list place, date, type and title of 
match, name of sponsoring organization, name 
and address of contact person, at a nominal flat 
rate of $2.00 per insertion, prepaid with inser- 
tion order. Insertion orders must reach the Pre- 
cision SHOOTING office, 64 Depot Street, Lyn- 
donville, Vt., at least 45 days before date of 
match for single insertion orders. For multiple 
insertions, 30 days additional must be allowed 
for each additional insertion desired.) 

North Attleboro, Mass.: October 5 and 6; 
Massachusetts State Outdoor Pistol Cham- 
pionships (NRA Reg.) open to Residents and 
Non-Residents, 3 Gun Aggregate, Merchan- 
dise certificates as Awards for Open and 
Masters, Trophies as Awards for other clas- 
sifications. Angle Tree Stone Rod & Gun 
Club, Inc., Mrs. Janet Rhind, RFD 2, Box 
716, North Attleboro, Mass. 

Thomaston, Conn.:; October 27, Wigwam 
Turkey Shoot. Wigwam Range, Conn. 
#109, Thomaston, Conn. Events for both 
luck and skill. ; 

For Programs and information write or 
call the Secretary, Gerald Kinzly, Guernsey- 
town Road, Watertown, Conn. or the Ex- 
ecutive Officer, Judson S. Darrow, Wood- 
bury, Conn. 


a 
92 CAL FREE PISTOL POSTAL MATCH 
60 shots—50 feet 
Lackland Rod and Gun Club 
Box 223, Lackland A. F. D., Texas 
ALL NRA Classes plus Civ., Mil. and For- 
eign Categories. Next Two matches to be 
completed by 30 Nov. 1963 and 30 March 
1964. Entry Fee $3.00 per Match. Write 

for targets today. 


USAR- 
Smallbore Prone and _ Position 
(Photo by Ken Stannard) 


1/Lt. Lones W. Wigger, Jr., 


National 
Champion. 


accurate model which has played a promi- 
nent role in at least two National Cham- 
pionships, including the one just termina- 
ted. Through the sportsmanlike generosity 
of Henry Benson in lending his Kenyon- 
triggered Douglas-52C to various of his 
friends from time to time, the 1963 Nation- 
al Smallbore Champion wsa afforded a top- 
notch vehicle by which to project his wind- 
doping talents. 

The identity of this champion did 
seem for a while a well-guarded secret, 
but a bit of sleuthing has unmasked the 
first man in history to capture both the 
National Smallbore Prone and _ Position 
Championships—Ist Lt. LONES W. WIG- 
GER, JR., U. S. Army Reserve, from Car- 
ter, Montana. (Pres Kendall, you will re- 
call, almost achieved the distinction last 
year when he lost the Position Aggregate 
by a Creedmoor). Without question, 
Lones was ready for this encounter—but 

(Continued on Page Eight) 
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FRONT IGNITION 
by 
Paul E. Middlested 


The ignition of a powder charge at the 
front end of a cartridge is not new for one 
of the early applications of this principle 
was used in connection with the develop- 
ment of the Dreyse Needle Gun about 1838. 
This early system employed a paper con- 
tainer of powder and a bullet with the 
primer material attached to its base. It 
was fired by forcing a long firing pin or 
needle through the container and powder, 
which struck and fired the primer. The 
theory was that complete combustion could 
be obtained by Starting the powder burning 
from the front end. We are working with 
this theory today. 

The preparation of cartridge cases and 
the methods of assembling the front ignition 
loads, as I am now doing, is based upon 
results of the careful testing and refining of 
procedures worked out by me and several 
close friends. Whether our methods are 
the same as the O. K. H. system of loading 
as developed by Elmer Keith and his as- 
sociates, I do not know. To the best of my 
knowledge none of the details of the O. K. 
H. system were ever made available to the 
general public. 

Many others have worked with various 
phases of front ignition, but very little has 
ever been heard of their results. Some of 
those who experimented tried to interest the 
military ordinance people in the applicaiton 
of the principle of front ignition for small 
arms use. They received little encourage- 
ment. The usual answer was that front 
ignition would be impractical for military 
small arms use. 

During the twenty odd years since 
Keith and his associates were first working 
with front ignition, there have been many 
improvements in components. A number of 
excellent large capacity cartridges were ser- 
iously handicapped by the necessity of us- 
ing the only available powders. With the 
arrival of slower burming powders, these 
cartridges have become useful. However, 
the problem of a powder of ideal burning 
rate, to give top efficiency for different 
bullet weights in each individual cartridge is 
still with us. With the use of a tube to 
extend the primer flash beyond the main 
body of powder, proper powder combina- 
tions can be used to achieve the effects of 
having many more powders of different 
burning rates. To realize all the efficiecny 
of the powder, it must be ignited at the 
front end of the powder column and burn 
progressively toward the rear of the case 
where it is completely consumed. 


My particular interest has been the de- 
velopment and use of full powdered hunting 
loads. As I compare the results of our first 
chronographed velocities with the results 
that are obtainable now, I feel I have some- 
thing which will benefit other shooters who 
have been trying to improve ballistically the 
time-honored method of loading. I also be- 
lieve that a complete, step-by-step explana- 
tion of how to accomplish such results would 
be very enlightening to many shooters even 
if they never intend to use the information. 
However, one thing must be made very 
clear. 

The methods I use are those I believe 
to be best. The loads are assmbled by ME, 
using MY components with MY equipment, 
and fired through MY rifles. The reported 
results are what I alone have achieved with 
everything under MY complete control. 
Therefore, I cannot be responsible for any- 
thing that may occur as the result of any- 
one elses using this system. However, 
I do not anticipate trouble if my sugges- 
tions are followed, for I have found the 
loads given are safe for the rifles and cali- 
bers used. 

It has taken several years of careful 
testing and the controlled firing and chrono- 
graphing of several thousand rounds of am- 
munition to be able to definitely establish 
a general rule regarding case preparation 
and the proper use of powders. A most 
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Some of the different calibers the author has used with front ignition. 


WIN. ROCKET 


important thing for both the beginner and 
the advanced experienced handloader is to 
obtain and keep a good notebook. Record 
all measurements, procedures and _ results, 
both good and bad, that may be useful to 
refer to as you proceed. 

If you are going to set up a front 
ignition project, the first step is to obtain 


the tools and equipment necessary to prop- 
erly prepare the cartridge cases. Your lo- 
cal hardware store should be able to order 
and obtain the following special stock items 
which are needed to prepare the tubes and 
the cases. 

1 #33 twist drill 6” long 

1 #6—40 taper tap 6” long 
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1 #6 —40 button die 

1 jeweler’s saw frame 
dozen jeweler’s saw blades. I pre- 
fer the #M-3/0 80 teeth per inch 
blades. However, the #M-0-60 
teeth are also satisfactory. Thin 
brass tubing is difficult to cut with 
a coarse-tooth blade. 

1%” round shank screwdriver 

1 1/16” round Tyler hack saw blade 
‘Tools that regularly cannot be purchased 


over the counter will also be needed. Some 
of these are: 
A die holder with a %” guide. This 


is necessary for the proper threading of 
the tubing. 
A short piece of tubing about .200 in 
diameter with a %” or .125 hole 
through it. It is to be used as a sleeve 
over the screwdriver blade to act as a 
guide or tube holder while inserting 
and tightening tubes. 
The screwdriver blade should be re- 
shaped to fit the slot made by the 
1/16” Tyler saw blade cut in the end 
of the tube. A tool made like a pilot- 
center end-mill to cut off the excess 
tube that may project into the primer 
pocket is most useful. 
A tool to extend through the tube and 
punch-out primers is needed. 
There are several other little “goodies” that 
can be used to make complete tube installa- 
tion easier. Your local gunsmith or ma- 
chinist friend can help you to make some of 
these special tools. Several local machin- 
ists who have been most helpful in making 
some of the special tools for me, will make 
more if requested. 


The tube stock I use is known as %” 
24 gauge seamless brass tubing and is usual- 
ly listed at a price per pound. It usually 
comes in 12 foot lengths and one length will 
make tubes for about 100 cases. This stock 
is available from your local hardware store 
on special order. The hole diameter of the 
24 gauge tube is listed as .081. The primer 
flash hole in most cartridge cases is sup- 
posed to be .080. Some of the front igni- 
tion experimenters have also used the 22 
gauge tube with the hole diameter of .067. 
However, I use only the 24 gauge tube. 
Tube material of 20 gauge and smaller is 
unsuitable and should not be used. 


You now should make several sample 
cases to observe, and acquaint yourself with 
the necessary steps to follow. Nearly every- 
one has empty .06 cases. Take one and 
drill out the primer flash hole using the 
#33 drill. (See pictures No. 4 and_ 5.) 
Tap and thread the newly drilled hole. 
(See picture No. 6). Turn the tap 3 full 
turns. Clamp the head of the case in a 
vise, and saw out a portion of the side, start- 
ing at the shoulder. Cut through the head 
of the case to just inside the primer pocket. 
In this way you can see just how the tube 
looks in the case, when it is properly assem- 
bled. (See picture No. 7). Now, thread 
one end of your tube stock, turning your 
die 3 full turns. With the jeweler’s saw cut 
a 1%” length of tubing. Stand the tube up 
in the vise and saw a slot in the newly cut 
end with the Tyler saw blade, no deeper 
than the diameter of the saw blade. Slip 
the tube into the sleeve on the screwdriver, 
put it in the case, screw it in, and tighten it 
up so that it will be snug. (See pictures 
No. 8 & 9). If your case is a normal one, 
the end of the tube should be %” from the 
mouth of the case. By working with an 
open case, you can see how the tube is posi- 
tioned in the case and make and record the 
necessary measurements for that particular 
caliber, so that it can be referred to later. 
After you have made several sample cases 
and studied them, you should be ready to 
get down to the serious business of prepar- 
ing your cases. 

The selection of cartridge cases for the 
particular caliber you are going to use is 
very important. Take one of the fired 
cases of the caliber you have been using 
and saw it in half lengthwise. Cut into the 
primer pocket, so that you can see how 
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The cone shaped guide on the #33 
drill which holds the drill centered in the 
case. 
Drilling through 
proper alignment. 


the neck assures 


A cone shaped guide is also used with 
the tap. 


thick the web is. To be suitable for tubing 
purposes, the web must be at least .075 or 
a strong 1/16” thick. (See picture No. 10). 
If the web is not that thick in the sample 
case cut open one of another make. My 
own personal preference has been Winches- 
ter or Western brass. I have found that 
they usually have the thickest webs. If 
you are working wildcat cartridges which 
require forming or reforming, the anneal as 
well as web thickness will need to be con- 
sidered. With a web thickness of less 
than .075, tubes will not stay tight and some 
could come out when they are fired. This 
leaves the possible danger of a tube left ly- 
ing in the bore when the next shot is fired. 
When test firing or with the first firing of 
new brass, I always check each cartridge 
case after it has been fired to see that the 
tube is still in. If a tube is missing, which 
seldom happens, check the bore to be sure 
it is not there. After the first firing of new 
brass, most of the tubes have to be re-tight- 
ened because the first firing forms the case 
to your exact chamber. It almost always 


(Continued on Page Six) 


A ordnesly installed tube. 


A tube in the guide sleeve on the 
screwdriver. This is an easy way to hold 
and guide tubes for installation. 


‘Lube screwed in snug will be proper- 
ly centered in cartridge case. 


Some of the web thickness variations that will be encountered. The cartridge 
case in the center illustrates the minimum thickness that should be used. Three or more 


threads will hold tubes properly. 


Front Ignition 
(Continued from Page Five) 


will expand more on the first firing than in 
subsequent ones, and then the tubes nor- 
mally stay tight. However, tubes must be 
checked after each firing, and any that are 
loose must be tightened. 

If you are going to install tubes, you 
should start off with new cartridge cases. 
From the inside, using a cone shaped guide 
on the #33 drill, to assure them of being 
drilled true, enlarge the flash hole. Still 
from the inside using a cone shaped guide 
on the tap, tap the newly drilled cases. 
With a .075 web, 3 threads are all that can 
be used, but, with thicker webs, 3% or 4 
threads would be better. Your brass gov- 
erns that. An easy way that I have found 
to thread cases is to stand them up in a 
vise, and suspend them at least 12” up from 
the bottom of a flat surface to prevent the 
tap. from projecting through the primer 
pocket and tearing out the threads. 

Next, we must determine the proper 
length to make the tubes. After experi- 
menting with different tube lengths, the 
tabulated chronographed results show that, 
for each caliber, there is a particular tube 
length that will give the most efficient load. 
A case that has a tube which is too long will 
result in lower velocities along with cor- 
responding lower pressures. Yet, excessive 
pressures can be expected with very little 
velocity increase if the tube is too short. 
As a general rule-of-thumb, make your 
tubes so that they extend up in the case 2/3 
of the total case length. Trying different 
tube lengths can furnish the experimenter 
with many hours of additional pleasure. 
Avoid, however, going much shorter than 
the suggested 2/3. Again, keep a record 
in your notebook of what you do regarding 
tube lengths. It would be advisable at this 
point to make up only 20 cases for your first 
test firing. After you have established cer- 
tain standards for your own particular re- 
quirements, make up more cases. Careful- 
ly fit each tube and maintain a total .025+ 
or — tolerance from the established tube 
length. A very handy tool that can be used 
for all case work is a good micrometer read- 
ing caliper. For many measurements the 
depth gauge feature is most useful. 

After the tube is screwed in tightly, 
chcek the primer pocket. If the end of the 
tube projects in too far, the excess must be 
cut off. This can be done several ways. 
The tube can be removed and filed off. I 
prefer to cut off the excess with a pilot- 
center end-mill type cutter. (See picture 
No. 11). Chamfer the primer pocket end 
of the tube to remove any burrs. All of 
this tube and case preparation sounds rather 
complicated, but once you establish a sys- 
tem of preparing cases—threading, cutting 
and preparing tubes—the assembling and 
checking of them is quite simple. With 


Types of pilot-center end-mills that 
can be used to trim excess tube that may 
extend into primer pocket. 


everything checked out, tubes tight, no 
burrs, uniform lengths, straight in the case, 
no excess tube extending into the primer 
pocket and everything else “A. O. K.” the 
cases are ready to prime. 

If you are satisfied with the perform- 
ance of the primers you have been using, 
by all means continue to use them. I have 
used the Winchester #120 primer for most 
testing so far, but one of my next projects 
is to run comparison tests using the CCI 
#250 Magnum primer with front ignition 
loadings. 

Do not change to another make of 
primer unless you plan to start with lower 
charges or slower burning powder and care- 
fully work back up to top loads. A given 
load with one powder charge using one 
make of primer, could be dangerous with a 
primer of a different make. Be cautious! 


In seating primers, develop the habit of. 


sensing if the primer is being seated proper- 
ly and investigate any cases that are ques- 
tionable. ; 
Because the availability of a pressure 
gun set-up is out of the question for the 
average experimenter, he must rely upon 
some other means of establishing a simple 
system whereby he can proceed to a point 
with reasonable caution. Pressure gun fig- 
ures, as published by powder manufactures, 
show what can be expected under certain 
circumstances with standard cartridges. 
However, they are of little value to the 
average handloader or experimenter since 
he is usually working with other than stand- 
ard calibers, and many other unknown fac- 
tors. Actually, the best pressure gun is 
the one you are firing with your components 
loaded with your tools and fired in your 
barrel and chamber—IF you proceed slowly, 
carefully, and give great attention to de- 
tails. With all loading, there are the usual 
signs of increasing pressure. With the use 
of tubes installed in cases for front ignition, 
we have another very reliable tattlie-tale in 


the tubes themselves. As pressures increase 
beyond the usable level, the tubes themselves 
will loosen. The amount of cartridge case 
expansion you record, by micrometer read- 
ing of the actual cartridge cases as soon as 
they have been fired, is the most reliable 
method of constantly checking and watching 
pressures as they increase. (See pictures: 
No. 12 & 13). This is one phase of this 
project where a special tool is a necessity. 
If you do not have a .0001 (ten thousandths) 
reading micrometer, buy one. The results 
obtained by its proper use are most impor- 
tant, and can be your guardian angel. 


Let us take the .06 cartridge, as an 
example, take it all the way through its 
capabilities, and then pick up information 
on other calibers. Take 20 new cases after 
they have been tubed and primed. Load 
them with 53 grs. of 4831 powder and any 
150 to 180 gr. bullet. Take them out and 
just “bang” them. This accomplishes sev- 
eral things. It fire forms them to your 
chamber, checks for a possible bad cart- 
ridge case, tests your tube installation, and 
obtains a low or mild pressure reading. 


With the primer removed, the fired 
case must be thoroughly checked. The 
tube is retightened, and the primer pocket 
checked for a protruding tube. Again the 
important pressure reading is taken on the 
cold case. This measurement is taken just 
in front of the extractor groove and will not 
be the same as it was when taken at the 
time of firing. (See picture #12 & 13). A 
case should be rotated and an average read- 
ing obtained. This first reading on new 
brass can vary some, but mike at least 10 
of the 20 cases and record the average. 
For example, you may get an average read- 
ing of .4670. This first pressure factor 
reading is for your notebook reference as a 
guide on which to base your future loads. 
Take some of the fired cases of your stand- 
ard and what you consider your top velocity 
loads and carefully mike and record the 
reading of these cases. This will enable 
you to compare them with the expansion of 
the loads you will fire as you proceed with 
your front ignition project. The next step 
is to prepare a series of loads to paper for 
accuracy and to follow carefully the pres- 
sure increase. I am still referring to the 
.06 cartridge and 4831 powder only. 


After your cases have been checked, 
sized and primed, load a series of 3 each, 
starting with 53 grs. of 4831; then 54; 55; 
56; 57; 58; and 59 grs., if your cases will 
hold that much, or stop when you reach 
the amount of 4831 powder that will fill the 
case level full without being settled. Then, 
when you tap it several times, the powder 
should settle to about 1/3 of the way up 
the neck. Use a flat base 180 gr. bullet; 
seat it so that the base just reaches the 
junction of the neck and shoulder—never 
any deeper than this. 


When you load a test series, always 
mark each cartridge case before it is loaded 
so that you can identify it. I use felt mark- 
ers of different colors to do this. Make a 
code of your own marks on the head of the 
cartridge case to identify each load. In this 
way, if some inquiring person picks up a 
loaded round and does not return it to the 
same place, it can be identified. If you 
spill or drop a loading block full of marked 
loads you will have no problem telling 
where each belongs. Fine steel wool will 
remove identifying marks if you desire to 
change them. 

Take these loads to the range and fire 
them slowly for groups. Take your pres- 
sure factor reading as soon as you have ex- 
tracted the fired case. Record the warm 
case expansion reading with your load data. 
This method enables you to watch your ex- 
pansion gain and stop when you _ have 
reached or exceeded a predetermined pres- 
‘sure expansion factor. 


Just as your 53 grs. of 4831 powder 
may have given you a reading of .4670, 
when you proceed with the increased loads, 
the 54 gr. load would normally be expected 
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The proper place to obtain a case ex- 
pansion reading on a rimless cartridge case 


The proper place to obtain a case ex- 
pansion reading on a belted cartridge case. 


to give a reading of about .4671, the 55— 
.4673, 56—.4675, 57—.4677, 58—.4679, or an 
increase in somewhat that amount. This 
should give you a total expansion reading 
for this series of loads of less than .001 or a 
mild load. The usual permissible total ex- 
pansion with the .06 cartridge never should 
exceed .002 with a maximum load. The 
best working loads usually average from 
.0013 to .0016 over your light or mild 53 
gr. 4831 load. If a load approaches the 
.002 expansion it is too near the danger 
point, and very short case life can be ex- 
pected. Due to temperature variation, a 
maximum load developed in the wintertime 
or during a low temperature period should 
never be used in the summertime or hotter 
temperature times. Some loads must be re- 
duced several grains of powder to be safe 
in hot weather. Again, work carefully! 
Some one of this series of loads should give 
good accuracy. Recheck the load that 
groups the best, and if it repeats you should 
have a good mild target load. 

If you have proceeded this far and are 
still interested, the next part of our under- 
taking will offer you a most challenging 
project. In this phase we are striving to 
develop the most efficient propellent com- 
bination that will give us the greatest velo- 
city possible within the pressure limits that 
we consider safe and proper. 

Carefully recorded experiments have 
proven to me that the most uniform shot-to- 
shot velocities are those which are obtained 
with a load that fills the cartridge case. 
The bullet when properly seated applies a 
slight pressure on the powder. Such a load 
of 4831 powder with the 180 gr. bullet in 
the .06 case, while giving uniform veloci- 
ties, is far below the top performance cap- 
able with the 180 gr. bullet. 

4831 powder has proven to my satisfac- 
tion to be a most stable powder to be used 
in combination with other powders. You 
now will assemble a propellent combination 
that will give top efficiency which is cus- 
tom tailored to your own particular rifle. 
It takes patience and perseverence to obtain 
the best results. After firing many rounds, 
using many different powder combinations, 
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I have found that the use of HiVel #2 as 
a booster in conjunction with 4831 gives 
excellent results in many large cases as well 
as in the .06 cartridge. I would go about 
working up a top load in the .06 case in the 
following manner. 


Recheck each individual cartridge case 
and be sure that everything about each one 
is right. Take several of these cases, fill 
them level full of 4831 powder, and tap 
them several times to settle the powder. 
Then add or remove enough powder so that 
when it is settled in the case it comes up 
in the neck about %” to 3/16” from the 
neck-shoulder junction. Weigh the powder 
in these cases to get an average, and plus or 
minus enough to make it an even grain 
amount. This amount should be some- 
where between 56 and 59 grains depending 
on your particular cartridge case. Record 
this amount in your notebook as this is the 
total weight of powder charge that we will 
work with for this project. For example, 
let us say that this powder charge weight is 
58 grs. We now prepare, with properly 
identified cases, a series of loads of 3 each 
in this manner. Weigh out five (5) grains 
of HiVel #2 and put it in the bottom of 
the case. Weigh out 53 grs. of 4831 and 
put it in the case on top of the HiVel. Tap 
the case several times to settle the powder. 
Repeat this procedure with 7% grs. of HiVel 
and 50% grs. 4831, 10 gr. HiVel and 48 grs. 
4831, 12% gr. HiVel and 45% grs. 4831, 15 
gr. HiVel and 43 grs. 4831. Then seat a 
flat base 180 gr. bullet in these cases. To 
be properly seated, the base of the bullet 
should not extend beyond the junction of 
the neck and the shoulder. With the pow- 
der up in the neck of the case, when the 
bullet is seated, you can see that a slight 
powder compression is achieved. This 
holds the two powders together as they 
were loaded and prevents the powders from 
shifting or mixing. These loads are mainly 
for a pressure expansion reading but fire 
them carefully, also for accuracy. You will 
peteally start with the 5 grs. of HiVel load 
irst. 


As soon as you fire a shot extract the 
cartridge case. While it is still warm mike 
the expansion of the case ahead of the ex- 
tractor groove as per pictures #11 & 12. 
Record it immediately with your load data! 
As an example, your series of loads may 
give you a reading something like this; As- 
suming that you fired the 58 gr. load of 
4831 and your case expansion read .4679, 
the 5 gr. HiVel load should read about 
.4680; the 7% gr. load about .4682; the 10 
grain load perhaps .4684; and the 12% and 
15 gr. loads increase in that proportion. 
Remember that a .002 expansion should not 
be exceeded so watch this series carefully. 
Somewhere in this series, perhaps between 
the 10 and 15 gr. HiVl loads, you have 
reached an expansion of .0015. Refine and 
recheck these loads as follows. Still main- 
tain the total of 58 grs., but narrow down 
the spread of booster powder by loading 3 
each of 11 grs. HiVel and 47 gr. of 4831, 12 
and 46, 13 and 45, 14 and 44. Some one 
of these loads should group a little better 
than the others. Load and recheck it again, 
and if it is still good, you have established 
a top velocity accurate load that should be 
better than any you could have obtained 
previously by conventional loading. How- 
ever, due to the variation in barrels and 
other factors, the series with 4831 may not 
give you what you are striving for. If this 
is so, the next step is to start the same type 
of series using 4350 powder in the same 
careful manner you did with the 4831. Re- 
member, however, that 4350 is a faster 
burning powder than 4831. As a result, 
you may arrive at a full load without add- 
ing a booster. If a booster is called for, 
add it in smaller steps than with 4831. Some 
combinations of powder will bulk up slight- 
ly differently than a case full of single pow- 
der. This slight difference can be compen- 
sated for with ease, if and when it arrives. 
Never overlook the possibility of using bul- 

lets of different makes. 


Some barrels give 


excellent accuracy with one make of bullet 
and just mediocre accuracy with others. 

It is a great time and energy saver if 
you have the use of a chronograph to con- 
stantly check velocities as you proceed. 
Many times you can check some combina- 
tion that you think is giving good velocities 
and find that you are not getting good re- 
sults. The two factors that all produce 
accuracy are the proper balance of pressure 
and velocity. 

I have worked front ignition with some 
twenty different calibers and have a_ fair 
knowledge of the possibilities of all of them. 
There are a few favorites with which I have 
done extensive work and have found that 
the same general rules apply to all cart- 
ridges. As you can see, possible loading 
combinations are nearly unlimited. 

The general case preparation is the 
same for all calibers except in regard to the 
tube length. The possible powder com- 
binations however is something else. I find 
that the loading manuals published by Speer 
Products, especially Manual #5, is a most 
accurate and reliable guide from which to 
work. In it, the loads for each caliber start- 
ing with the slowest practical powder and 
the lightest bullet are listed. In each cali- 
ber start with the slowest buming powder 
listed, and drop 2 grains from the lowest 
charge listed for that bullet weight. Load 
a series of 3 each, and progress until you 
have a case full or obtain too much expan- 
sion. Carefully test fire them and record 
the case expansion as you proceed. Some 
very excellent results are obtained with the 
use of a single powder charge. A duplex 
load is used only when you need a powder 
charge, burning rate, and pressure ratio 
combination that is not obtainable with a 
single powder. Usually I have worked with 
the slower burning powders because most of 
my work has been with the medium to 
heavy bullets in the calibers used. 

In medium sized cartridges, faster burn- 
ing powders should be used with the lighter 
bullets. Select the powder that will permit 
you to use a case full. I do not use ball 
powders with duplex loading since it is im- 
possible to keep the ball powder from mix- 
ing with the coarse grained powders. If 
they should become mixed, a very danger- 
ous load could be created. Whenever, 
working up duplex loads, the amount of 
booster powder reaches 20% of the total 
charge, the next faster burning powder 
should be used as the main powder charge. 

The pressure peak occurs later with 
front ignition than with conventional loads. 
The bullet is farther down the barrel before 
full pressure is achieved. Therefore it 
would seem advisable to caution the experi- 
menter using front ignition against going to 
extremes in using heavy loads with a 
featherweight barrel. The heavy breech 
section of most barrels gives ample insur- 
ance for pressure buildup from conventional 
loads which peak their pressures very quick- 
ly. A combination of a soft barrel, such as 
stainless steel, which is turned to a feather- 
weight contour might cause trouble with an 
overload. No trouble whatsoever should be 
experienced with a standard sporter or heay- 
ier weight barrel. 

I shall give some of the results I have 
obtained with a few of my pet rifles. Re- 
member, however, that these velocities are 
through my rifle and that these loads are 
not recommended for other rifles. No two 
rifles are alike and the loads for each one 
must be individually worked out. All of 
the following loads referred to are with 
tubed cases using front ignition, unless 
otherwise noted. 

I find the .17 cal. Javalina a most inter- 
esting little varmint rifle. I have a Model 
70 with Atkinson Marquart 24” 11” twist 
barrel. It has had over 1600 rounds 
through it with both tubed and _ regular 
loads. There isn’t any significant velocity 
gain with front ignition because the tube 
takes up valuable powder space in this small 
case. With equal velocities the tubed cases 
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Front Ignition 
(Continued from Page Seven) 

show less expansion. I can get excellent 
accuracy with many different loads, but 
some of my favorites are 19 gr. of HiVel 
#2 at 3700 m.v. conventional loaded; a 
caseful, or about 21% gr. of Ball C, at 3800 
m.v. tubed cases; 19 gr. of 3031 powder can 
be used with tubed cases for a top velocity 
of 3950 m.v. These are all with the 25 gr. 
Holmes bullet. The tube length I use is a 
minus .550 from case mouth. The maxi- 
mum expansion I work is .0006. 

The .22-250 or Varminter has been 
my all-time favorite varmint and target cali- 
ber. I obtained a Gebby Varminter in 1938 
and to date have fired this caliber over 
35,000 rounds. My present .22-250 is a 
Winchester 54 with a 30” heavy barrel and 
6 x 24 Balvar scope. With it I am getting 
good accuracy using 39 gr. 4320 at 3950 
m.v. with .0012 expansion. I use a rather 
unorthodox load combination of 20 gr. 4198 
and the balance of the case filled with 4831. 
By the usual rule-of-thumb this load should 
not be any good, but it gives me excellent 
accuracy at 3800 m.v. with .0011 expansion. 
A .222 type of load is obtainable with a 
case full of 4831 at 3200 m.v. with about 
.0005 expansion. All of these are with the 
55 gr. bullet. 

There are many loads that give me 
good accuracy in the 3800 to 4000 plus vel- 
ocity bracket. Using the 55 gr. bullet, 
most loads will group under *4” with many 
3%” to %”. Since I am not a competitive 
Bench Rest Shooter, I am speaking in terms 
of 3 shot groups that are sufficient for var- 
mint purposes as opposed to 5 and 10 shot 
bench rest groups. There is a much more 
favorable velocity bracket for fine long 
string grouping necessary for winning bench 
rest matches. 

I have tested tube lengths from a long 
tube that extended to the body shoulder 
junction which is a minus .500 back to a 
minus 1.000. With all loads in the .22-250, 
I have found the best tube length is minus 
.700 or the end of the tube about 11/16” 
back from the mouth end of the case. 

My .243 Winchesters respond to front 
ignition in the following manner. Both are 
70 Winchesters with standard weight 24” 
recut Hornet barrels. One barrel will han- 
dle 2 gr. more powder in the top loads. 
The most efficient tube length I have found 
is a minus .700 from case mouth. For tar- 
get and varmint purposes, both shoot equal 
groups with the 75 gr. Sierra bullet, and the 
top load is 44 gr. of 4320 for a velocity of 
3625 m.v. I use the 85 gr. Nosler with 45 
gr. of 4350 at 3500 m.v. for our local deer 
hunting. The results I have obtained with 
this cartridge using single powders, has 
been excellent. I have let the duplex load- 
ing go until later. 


About 1953 I became interested in 
what I thought should be a good .25 cal. 
cartridge. It is a slight modification of the 
original .25 designed and used by the for- 
mer bench rest shooter and ardent experi- 
menter, the late Al Barr. The cartridge 
case is 2.265 long, with a very slight 
taper, and a rather long neck with a 40 de- 
gree shoulder. The case capacity with 
tube installed is 60 gr. of 4831. To date 
I have fired this caliber over 5000 rounds 
and find it the most consistently accurate 
high-intensity cartridge I have ever used. 
With my present 26” 12” twist heavy sport- 
er weight barrel I am getting the following 
velocities: 87 gr. bullet at 3800 m.v., 100 
gr. bullet at 3700 m.v., and the 117 gr. at 
3500 m.v. These loads deliver excellent 
accuracy at all ranges and give me a 
“super” long range weapon. 

T also have a .243 and a .264 based on 
the same cartridge case. I have not had 
time to properly develop the top loads in 
each of these but the preliminary test vel- 
ocities give me 3800 m.v. with the 85 gr. 
.243 bullet and a 3700 m.v. with the 100 
gr. bullet. These are with 60 grs. of pow- 
der slightly compressed. 


curacy gave the 120 gr. bullet 3475 mv. 
and the 140 gr. 3225 m.v. I am sure that 
by carefully working this caliber I can get 
some very respectful velocities out of 60 
grs. of powder. These short stubby cart- 
ridges respond most efficiently with front 
ignition. 

To avoid too many explanations and 
unnecessary repetitions I have mentioned 
only a few loads in a few calibers. The 
principles involved are carried over into all 
calibers. I have on file chronograph data 
on more than 10,000 rounds fired through 
some 115 different standard and wildcat 
rifles, which I have checked personally. 
Over 8000 of these rounds have been front 
ignition loads which several close friends 
and I have assembled. This represents 
much work and was done for just one rea- 
son—to improve on: what had already been 
done. I believe that has been accom- 
plished. 

I have proven, to my satisfaction, that, 
with front ignition, some of the advantages 
obtained are: (1) better than average accur- 
acy, (2) longer barrel life, (3) more uniform 
shot-to-shot velocity, (4) higher velocity 
with the same pressure expansion, (5) 
complete use of the potential of the pro- 
pellent, and (6) the personal satisfaction of 
getting good results doing something differ- 
ent from most others who are following the 
time honored method of handloading. 


RANDOM SHOTS 
(Continued from Page Three) 


then, so were a number of other well- 
known shooters. Shooting in every tour- 
nament within range this summer—small- 
bore prone, position, and high power— 
he has remained consistently on top. His 
preparation was thorough, and he em- 
ployed to advantage the excellent training 
received as a member of the crack U. S. 
Army Marksmanship Training Unit. Still, 
this was one of those occasions when even 
the greatest skill required the assistance of 
“lady luck.” Wigger had _ both. 

Wigger wasn’t exactly what you would 
call “flashy.” He just stayed with it. 
“Tenaciously” might best express it—and, 
he was consistent. On the last day, it was 
a toss up, but after Lones cleaned the last 
match of the third 1600-point prone ag- 
gregate, his friends, who were spotting him 
and his close competition, rushed up to 
the firing line and congratulated him. This 
served as an unofficial announcement to 
those around that Wigger had won it. All 
agreed that he did a superb job, and his 
4784-327X was a solid, clean-cut victory, 
giving him both the Open and Service 
prone titles. 

Runner-up honors went to M/Sgt. Ed- 
ward E. Caygle, Jr., of the USAF Interna- 
tional Smallbore Team, Lackland AFB, 
Texas, whose 4780-330X edged civilian 
Dean De LaMater of Weirton, West Vir- 
ginia, who ranked third with 4780-306X, 
winning the National Civilian Champion- 
ship . . . Looking back in the files, it is 
rather interesting to observe that Wigger 
and Caygle, with a pair of 588’s, were high 
scorers for the U. S. in the (prone) English 
Match during the 1963 Pan-Am Games, 
where Wigger was awarded the silver 
medal via the tie-breaking rules. 

NRA Director Paul C. Frey form Glen- 
willard, Pa., became the National Senior 
Champion with a 4766-297X score. 

Giving a repeat performance, the at- 
tractive Jensen sisters captured their share 
of the limelight as Lenore Jensen Leman- 
ski claimed the National Prone Ladies’ 
Championship with her 4773-309X, and 
Marianne (“Candy”) Jensen, youngest com- 
petitor at last year’s World Championships 
at Cairo, made good her final swing at the 
National Junior title .. . She actually did 
not have the highest Junior score, however, 
as John N. Garrison, a junior Expert from 
Parkersburg, West Virginia, outpointed her 
4772-303X to 4769-313X. Under a new 
system designed to prevent a competitor or 


The .264’s first test runs with good ac-team from receiving more than one award, 
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Lenore Lemanski—National Smallbore 


Prone Ladies’ Champion. (Photo by Ken 


special awards, should one qualify for more 
than one, were awarded according to the 
order listed in the program—: Service, Col- 
legiate, Civilian, Senior, Woman, Junior. 
This gave the Collegiate Championship to: 
Garrison and Candy became Junior Cham- 
pion. More about the system shortly. 

The famous “Cookie,” Major Arthur 
E. Cook, USAFR, could easily have repeat- 
ed as Natl] Champ. What a “leg” he had 
on the championship! His 1600-127X, in 
winning the Metallic Sight Championship, 
completely shut out the field. This was 
nothing short of fantastic, considering the 
conditions. 

On Monday, August 12th, the weather 
became increasingly worse until the pre- 
vailing winds were 40 m.p.h. with gusts 
fluctuating in intensity up to 50 and 60 
m.p.h. The wind currents diminished on 
Tuesday to 30 m.p.h., accompanied by a 
downpour which all but wiped out the po- 
sition matches and took its toll on the prone 
scores. That was where luck entered the 
picture. As one competitor put it, “Of 


course, the top shooters were still on top, 
but the individual’s skill went out the win- 
dow, and a shooter was just shooting for 
blacks in the standing position, and to a 
degree in the kneeling position, also.” 


Dr. William G. McAuliffe (who com- 
peted in 1954 World Championships at 
Caracas) shown with National Metallic 
Sight Prone Champion Major Arthur E. 
Cecok. (Photo by Ken Stannard) 


It was decidedly to his credit that 
“Cookie” outmaneuvered such climatic in- 
terference. Kermit J. Montross, West 
Hartford, Conn., with 1597-117X and 
Raymond L. Wheeler, Tacoma, Wash., who 
totaled 1596-113X, for second and_ third 
spots ably outdistanced the mass concen- 
tration of scores. This is truly the most 
colorful of the aggregates as it determines 
the composition of the International Dewar 
and Women’s Randle Teams. 

A “well done” to National Ladies’ 
Metallic Sight Champion, Kristin Sund- 
strom from Glen Ridge, N. J. Teenage 
Kris, finishing 13th in this Agg., not only 
trounced her brother, Eric (to which she 
has aspired for some time), but her 1594- 
113X earned for her the only feminine 
berth on the Dewar Team. 

New Jersey proudly claims four Dewar 
Team members, who, with their Metallic 
Agg. scores, are as follows: John F. O’Hare, 
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Kristin | Sundstrom—National 


Ladies’ 
Metallic Sight Prone Champion and_ the 
only woman member of the 1963 Int'l De- 


war Team. (Photo by Ken Stannard) 


Francis’ son from Denville, 1595-111X; 
Joseph W. Barnes, Jr., Branchville, 1594- 
91X; Ransford D. Triggs, Madison, 1593- 
115X (Do you remember some years back 
when he was featured in the Camel cigar- 
ette advertisements as a champion in the 
shooting field?); and, of course, Kris Sund- 
strom, a junior, who heads the list. 


« 


Ransford D.  Triggs—National Any 


Sight Aggregate Champion (Photo by Ken 
Stannard) 


Ranking fourth and fifth in the Metal- 
lic Sight Championship were Int'l Prone 
Team members Joe E. Steffey, Paris, IIl., 
1595-125X, and Dewar Team Captain Law- 
rence A. Wilkens, Seville, Ohio, with an 
identical score. Wilkens’ Dewar Team 
spot was passed down. In sixth place was 
Wigger—1595-115X. Rounding out the 
team—: James T. Morris, Akron, Ohio— 
1595-107X; Paul Frey—1595-105X; De La- 
Mater—1595-103X; A/1 Raymond N. Lew- 
is, USAF, Lackland AFB—1595-102X; Int'l 
Prone Team member William E. Summers, 
Akron, Ohio—1594-118X; 1/Lt. Robert B. 
Trew, USAR, Bentleyville, Pa.—1594-113X; 
Pan-Am Team member Capt. John T. Bert- 
va, USAF—1594-111X; Int’l Prone Team 
member Cpl. Michael H. Allen, USMCR, 
Beverly Hills, Calif.—1594-100X; Oliver H. 
Lauderman, Dayton, Ohio—1594-99X; Dr. 
Robert B. Kennerly, Asheville, N. C.—1594- 
99X; T/Sgt. Allan H. Hannon, USAF, 
Lackland AFB—1593-112X, who Creed- 
moored Capt. Tommy G. Pool USA MTU. 
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Alternates were Pool and Kyle Snowhill 
(who Creedmoored Larry Moore). 

(Note: Have just observed that Ohio, 
also, accounts for four Dewar Team spots.) 

The 100-yd. match proved to be the 
bete noire for a host of competitors and 
the coveted honor of firing in this Inter- 
national postal match eluded some impor- 
tant names (such as Caygle and Kendall) 
on the basis of a few X’s. Even though 
two 1593’s did qualify for the team, ten 
more did not. 

Let me remind you that the course of 
fire for this match is the metallic Dewar on 
the British Nat'l targets. It will suffice to 
state that the Lord Dewar Trophy, which 
has been in U .S. possession since last 
year’s contest, is en route back to England. 
Scores are unavailable, but a friendly ri- 
valry remains more challenging when it is 
not one-sided. A_ special salute to our 
denatish friends for their well-deserved vic- 
tory! 

England was distinctively represented 
at our National Matches by Miss Barbara 
Russell, British National Ladies’ Champion 
from Birmingham, Eng. Aside from enjoy- 
ing the experience thoroughly (I am told), 
she placed third in the difficult 100-yd. 
metallic sight match, and served as official 
English observer in the Women’s Randle 
Trophy International Team match. With 
eligibility on this team based also on per- 
formance in the Metallic Agg., Kris Sund- 
strom headed the list, followed closely by 
Virginia Williams, Smallbore Director for 
the state of Conn., who, with 1593-102X, 
barely missed making the Dewar Team. 
Her 400-23X accounted for the only possi- 
ble in the Randle Team match, fired at an 
extremely cold, early moming hour on 
U. S. targets, also a metallic Dewar. Kris 
turned in a 398-29X, and other team mem- 
bers in the order of their Metallic Cham- 
pionship ranking were: Lenore Lemanski, 
399-29X Betty Ingleright, 394-21X; Jilann 
Brunett, 399-24X; Marianne Jensen, 398- 
29X; Irene Fisher, 398-24X; Kristin Dun- 
can, 399-25X; Evelyn Beazley, 397-21X; 
Marjorie Hamlin, 398-23X. Alternates: Jan- 
et Friddell and Sharon House. Team Cap- 
tain was Winnifred Carr and Inez Sargent, 
who eamed a place on the team, served as 
Coach. With 18 points down, the unof- 
ficial tabulation is that this team triumphed 
over the English ladies by about 14 points. 


In__ individual metallic competition, 
junior Wesley Welden of Miami Springs, 
Fla., was out in front at 50-yds. with 400- 
38X. Montross and Larry Moore’s 400- 
37X took care of second and third ... At 
50-meters it was “Cookie,” who Creed- 
moored Jack O’Hare with 400-34X, and 
Earl Saunders trailing with 400-33X ... 
Tommy Pool’s 400-30X was good for the 
100-yd. win over “Cookie’s” 400-27X and 
Barbara Russell’s 399-29X . . . Cook again 
led in the Dewar, scoring 400-33X to Rans 
Triggs’ 400-31X and Frey’s 400-30X. The 
“400 Club” match scores were taken from 
this Dewar -which netted 10  possibles 
among the 105 eligible to enter. 


All this time 1961 Nat'l Champ Vic 
Auer was under something of a disadvan- 
tage. The Air Force was to have flown 
his equipment from Calif. to coincide with 
his arrival from England. Instead, it was 
shipped by rail and he received his rifles 
after the final match of the championship! 
As one would expect in this game, a num- 
ber of shooters came to his rescue and he 
was completely outfitted in short order. 


Following overcast skies and the rain, 
when evening temperatures dropped to 38 
degrees, the grass began to dry out and 
there kicked up a honey of a mirage. 
There’s been talk of scopes fogging, rain- 
drops shimmering from crosshairs and at 
least one set (of crosshairs) doing a disap- 
pearing act. Bedding behaved at cross 
purposes with the barrels and the situation 
was generally “chaotic” (quoting a partici- 
pant). 

The attitude of those who prefer to 
forget their part in it is understandable. 


Only the first-timers at Perry, awed by the 
large-scale spectacle, are prone to reminisce 
in glowing terms. 

Moving along to the scope matches, 
we find former Nat] Champ (if my mem- 
ory serves me correctly) Rans Triggs as the 
possessor of a new 40X rifle, symbolizing 
the Any Sight Championship. His friends 
from the Roseland Club just managed to 
squeeze it on the luggage rack of their Alfa 
to get it home to him, as he left early .. . 
Scores clearly reflect the nature of condi- 
tions when a 1592-107X can vanquish that 
fast company. Second to Triggs was Wig- 
ger, scoring 1592-96X. Bertva place 
third with 1590-115X. In the Service Cat- 
egory, Caygle’s 1590-108X, Kendall’s 1589- 
111X, and Bill Krilling’s 1587-101X, were 
high. Tripping the Civilians were: De La- 
Mater—1590-103X; Hank Benson—1590- 
101X; Loren W. Samsel—1590-91X. Mari- 
anne Driver fired 1587-104X to again win 
the Women’s Any Sight Championship. 

In individual any sight matches Paul 
E. Kjar, a civilian Expert from Thornton, 
Iowa, with 400-35X, Creedmoored Caygle 
at 50-yds. Another civilian Expert from 
Parkersburg, W. Va., Kenneth E. Gilbert, 
placed third with 400-34X ... At 50-me- 
ters, it was Loren Samsel—399-19X; Cay- 
gle—398-26X; Triggs—397-29X . . One 
thing about Pres Kendall, when he does 
get on the ball, he wins the tough ones. 
He took the 100-yd. with 400-33X, fol- 
lowed by Marty Washington’s 400-27X and 
Eric Sundstrom’s 400-26X . . . Kendall’s 
USA MTU teammate, M/Sgt. Krilling, pro- 
duced the only possible in the Dewar with 
28Xs, followed by Wigger and Lenore Le- 
manski with 399-27X and 399-26X, respec- 
tively. 

Details on the Prone Team Fund Agg. 

are still hazy, but here goes with what I 
have on it—: Wigger—1597-116X, John 
Garrison—1597-114X, | Caygle—1597-113X. 
Some thoughts regarding this aggregate are 
that it is the most difficult as pressures are 
in full force and, therefore, a rifle might 
be awarded to the winner as in the other 
aggregates. (My personal feeling is that 
if the proceeds are used, as the name im- 
plies, for a Prone Team Fund, then there 
should be no objection) . . . Conditions 
were much improved, as results indicate. 
Eric Sundstrom, Jr., posted a 400-30X to 
win the 100-yd. metallic, with De LaMa- 
ter’s 400-22X and Fred O. Eakins’ 400-19X 
taking the other place awards . . . It was 
Ladies’ Day in the Dewar metallic as 
Lenore Lemanski led with 400-36X (a new 
National Women’s Record!), and Kris Sund- 
strom’s 400-34X placed second. Ed Sum- 
mers broke the chain by copping third spot 
with 400-33X ... Int'l Prone Team mem- 
ber Doug Knoop cleaned the Dewar any 
with 32Xs, Caygle had 31, and Wigger 
turned in the best of five 30X scores... 
All we know about the last match, the 100- 
yd. any, is that Wigger went clean. 

You are already aware that Wigger is 
the Smallbore Position Champion. Shooting 
his heavy barreled Walther free-rifle with 
Walther front sight, Anschutz rear sight, 
and Unertl 20X scope in the Any Sight 
matches, with Remington ammo, lot YU 
40X, his scores were: Prone—392-20X; Sit- 
ting—344-11X; Kneeling—389-22X; Stand- 
ing—389-22X, for a 1516-70X Aggregate. . . 
Second was M/Sgt. Willian E. Krilling, 
USA MTU, with 1514-55X, broken down 
as: 393-18X, 358-9X, 378-12X, 385-16X. . . 
Third-place winner, Gene L. Kolstad, USA 
MTU, was given the nickname, “Gene the 
Machine,” by Wigger, because when he 
shoots free-rifle, he makes himself shoot 
like a machine. His scores were: 391-18X, 
355-5X, 375-10X, 392-17X, totaling 1513- 
50X ... Last year’s champ, Capt. Tommy 
Pool, USA MTU, placed fourth with 1512- 
72X .. . Wigger also claimed the Service 
Championship, Clinton Fowler is the Civil- 
ian Champion—1498-53X; Senior Cham- 
pion—Virgil Corbin—1475-37X; Junior 
Champion—John Writer—1490-60X. 

(Continued on Page Ten) 


Random Shots 
(Continued from Page Nine) 

Geetting down to statistics, Capt. Verle 
F. Wright, Jr.. USA MTU, took the first 
4-position metallic match with (let me do 
some figuring) 394-21X. Ranking second 
and third were Krilling—393-18X and Bert- 
va—392-24X In the next metallic 
match, we have Lt. Donald W. Adams, 
USA MTU, leading with 364-10X. Again 
Krilling placed second with 358-09X, and 
Pool’s 357-11X came in third. That was 
during some of those conditions about 
which we were talking . . . In the first any 
light—389-22X. Second: W/O James E. 
Hill, USMC—385-14X. Third: Bertva—384- 
sight match, Wfgger came into the spot- 
15X ... The final any sight match went to 
Pan Am team member Sgt. David I. Boyd, 
II, USMC, who fired an excellent 396- 
19X, and his teammate, W/O Emmett D. 
Duncan, with 395-18X, was runner-up. 
Third spot went to August T. Westergaard, 
whose total was 392-20X ... (One of the 
Westergaards—August, I believe—traveled 
to the famous German Schutzenfest some 
years back and returned with a_ bride. 
Add this to your collection of shooting 
lore). 

Now we come to one of those stories 
which must be told. You won’t read _ it 
anywhere else so, listen well. Michigan 
State Smallbore Prone Open Champion, 
Jilann Brunett, for the fifth year in a row 
eared titled to the National Women’s Posi- 
tion Championship. This championship 
means a great deal to her, and she worked 
hard this year to retain it. Going into the 
last match, Jilann trailed Elizabeth Es- 
pointour, from St. Paul, by 6 points, yet, 
when the pressure was on, she came 
through and won the Women’s Champion- 
ship by 10 points But—she wasn’t award- 
ed the Women’s title. She was designated, 
instead—Nat’] Collegiate Champion. This 
was because of the order listed for special 
awards, which we mentioned earlier. You 
won't see Jilann Brunett’s name anywhere 
among the champions in the 1963 National 
Match results. Several prominent compet- 
itors, ladies for the most part, appealed it 
to the Nat'l Matches Director, and since 
that did not change things, Jilann returned 
the Collegiate Champion’s trophy and re- 
nounced the title. Both the Woman and 
Collegiate Champions, who will be recog- 
nized, in actuality placed second in the Po- 
sition matches. There are those who be- 
lieve that a shooter is entitled to whatever 
awards he or she shoots well enough to 
win. If that isn’t possible, then the win- 
ner should surely have some choice in the 
matter. A champion should not be deter- 
mined according to the order in which a 
series is listed in a program. Brother, 
what will they think of next??? 


Incomplete results are in on the team 
matches, but the U. S. Marine Corps Team 
of Emmett Duncan, Jim Hill, Dave Boyd, 
and Ray Green won the prone metallic 
sight team match with a 1598-119X score. 
The Zeppelin Club placed second, repre- 
sented by Larry Wilkens, Ed Summers, Jim 
Morris, and Charlie Whipple (who sported 
a rather outstanding sweatshirt) firing 
1597-115X. Third place went to the Rose- 
land, N. J. team of Winnie Carr, Jack 
O’Hare, Frank Boyd, and Eric Sundstrom, 
who totaled 1595-110X. 

The USAF Int'l Smallbore Team from 
Lackland AFB won the 4-position team 
match . . . Under a new rule—~#2.2—des- 
ignating midshipmen and cadets from the 
service academies as civilians, the Roseland, 
N. J., team of Eric Sundstrom, Marilyn 
Kress, Art Heyl, and Ken Stannard, was 
Creedmoored for High Expert Civilian by 
the U. S. Naval Academy team. Total 
scores were 1475-46X, but the Naval Aca- 
demy had 344-5X standing to Roseland’s 
337-1X. (I’m sure that my friend, Admiral 
Kirkpatrick, Supt. of the Naval Academy, 
will forgive me—it is difficult to think of 
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Ladies’ 


Williams—National 
(Photo by Ken Stan- 


Virginia 
Bolt Rifle Champion. 
nard) 


midshipmen as civilians.) 
ee eH 


A late flash from the High Power 
matches—Middleton Tomkins, USAF is the 
1963 National Bolt Rifle Champion! His 
score was an outstanding 793-89V ... And 
here is an exciting note—runner-up was 
Lones Wigger, Jr. with a 789-64V. Just 
consider how close he came to winning 
three open championships. That fellow 
was really shooting! He was also High 
Reservist in the President’s Match . . . Run- 
ning third with the bolt rifle was Ammon 
E. Bell, with 787-65V, not a newcomer to 
the big time. . . . Overcoming difficulties 
caused by a frozen rear sight adn a loose 
sight block, Virginia Williams, Stamford, 
Conn., became the new Women’s Bolt Rifle 
Champion. Firing the President’s Match 
with a brand new sight and no sight set- 
tings, she fired a 145-10V, just out of the 
President’s Hundred, the last score which 
made it being 146-9V . . . Champions in 
other categories are as follows: Senior 
Champion—Darrow Gingher—777-54V; Col- 
legiate Champion—James Miller—744-41V; 
Junior Champion—Terry D. Malham—777 
49V. 

With the Service Rifle, Sgt. Frank V. 
Kruk, USMC, with 792-64V, is the National 
Champ. Second was another Marine Sgt., 
Jack A. Titterington; scoring 791-69V. 
Sgt. Raymond Calvez, USA, ranked third 
with 791-65-V_.. . Following are the var- 
ious champions: National Guard—Noel 
Chandler—781-53V; Regular Service—Frank 
Kruk—792-64V; Reserve—Wesley Ross— 
791-61V; Regular Navy—Charles Bover— 
786-61V;  Civilian—Louis Roninger—784- 
58V; Senior—Dr. Emmett O. Swanson— 
773-44V;  Woman—Barbara Hile—775-60V; 
Collegiate—John Watkins—778-52V; Jun- 
ior—James Reiber—773-42V. 

Special Report * * * World Champion 
Gary Anderson, who was commissioned a 
2nd/Lt. in the Nebraska National Guard 
just prior to the High Power Champion- 
ships, fired as a member of that company. 
Shooting the M1, he fired 40 shots Stand- 
ing without dropping a point!!! When 
many people can’t do that prone, do you 
wonder that he did so. well at Cairo? 


Now for some sidelights—Hank Ben- 
son’s “white rifle,” which carried Wigger to 
the top, had the barrel sweated into the 
action with solder by Karl Kenyon. We’ve 
mentioned Kenyon’s “magic touch” before. 
This rifle truly has it. Vic Auer shot it 
when he placed second to Art Cook in 
1960 . . . Virginia Williams calls her new 
leather shooting jacket “fabulous,” and 
maintains that it is everything which the 
10-X ad promises it to be . . . I have been 
asked to mention the major gripe of most 
of the competitors—the 2-3 hour wait to 
receive hut assignments. Some arrived on 
Saturday but, even though a yeoman was 
on duty all night, the instructions were 
that no one would be admitted until 10:00 
a. m. Sunday. Three shooters checked at 
10:00, 1:00, and 3:00, but the lines were 
so long that they gave up and went to fire 


the practice matches. At 6:00 they were 
processed, but received no keys. Investi- 
gating their assigned hut, they found it oc- 
cupied but, after some confusion, were as- 
signed to another hut. It has been sug- 
gested that the process could be expedited 
by supplying more than two clerks for four 
windows, thereby making the process much 
pleasanter for the waiting wives and chil- 
dren and, consequently, avoiding an un- 
necessary strain on the competitors’ jangled 
nerves .. . Don Miner, his wife, and John 
Crowley flew in from Conn. in Miner’s 
Piper Apache. Joe Steffey arrived in his 
Bonanza . . . Competitors entered in the 


smallbore championships numbered 797. . . 
ee ee 


From where I sit, I am tuned in on a 
very clear channel where I “pick up” the 
pulsebeat of the competitive shooters. 
“Messages” are flashed to me because I am 
one of them, not an official. Some com- 
mentaries are labeled “not for publication,” 
but come to acquaint me with certain facts. 
Others are directed in the hope that we 
will be able to publicize them. They come 
from those who are reticent about openly 
stating an opinion; they come from shoot- 
ers who have expressed their convictions to 
no avail. We all share a common bond—: 
we all have the best interests of the shoot- 
ing game at heart. 


The competitors’ meeting at Perry 
provides a typical setting. Some finished 
shooting the position match so late that 
they were too tired to attend after the eve- 
ning movie . . . One complaint was the 
prevailing rudeness toward competitors 
who attempted to present a question. This 
came from one who strongly supports the 
NRA’s pet rule—9.14. . . Some, unfortun- 
ately, gained the floor who should have 
remained inconspicuous and listened . . . 
When something of general interest was 
introduced, that was the signal to present 
a former champion and ask him to say a 
few words. (In fencing terminology, a 
parry). . . Promoters of International-type 
shooting came away feeling that they had 
failed. Indeed, hardly anyone considered 
it more than a waste of time . . . There 
should be more effective media by which 
the shooters, individually and as a group, 
could make their wishes, regarding their 
game, known. One excellent proposal, 
which carries a great deal of support, em- 
braces the system employed by the Con- 
gress—i. e., to allow Life members from 
each area to elect their own directors. If 
this were adopted, it wouldn’t surprise me 
to see more new Life memberships, for 
then the privilege of voting would mean 
something and ballots would not be filed 
in the nearest trash receptacles. It is an 
American heritage to expect a voice in 
one’s governing body. As it now stands, 
shooters in a number of areas feel that 
their directors are not representative of 
their interests—and, no one seems to care, 
except the shooters themselves. Even they 
could reach a saturation point!!! 

ee oe 


More details on the Zeppelin Open, 
where M/Sgt. Edward E. Caygle, Jr., 
USAF Int'l Team, came so very close to ac- 
complishing the impossible! It recalls to 
“Possibles and Impossibles.” One instant 
of carelessness on Ed Caygle’s part con- 
verted the former into the latter. With 
a 3200 practically in his possession, he 
dropped his single point in the easiest 
match of all—the 50-yd. any. It wasn’t a 
case of pressure. That has never been 
much of a problem to Ed. He saw the 
wind change, but decided to take a chance. 
The gamble cost him dearly. 

Charlie Whipple holds the National 
Record of 3199-269X, and Ed’s Grand Agg. 
was 3199-256X. Whipple was “up there” 
in this tournament also, placing _ third. 
W/O James E. Hill, USMC, 1960 Olympic 
silver medalist, with 244Xs had the rank- 
ing 3195, 4Xs ahead of Whipple. “Candy” 
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Jensen’s 3194-222X swept both the High 
Lady and High Junior titles. 

Caygle’s 1600-127X with metallic 
sights was his second on the Zeppelin 
(fired on July 15, 1961) equalled the Na- 
tional Metallic Sight Aggregate Record, 
which record still stands (although Ed has 
not been recognized as a co-holder). This 
elevates Caygle to membership in an ultra- 
exclusive club for, to our knowledge, he 
and Bob Boydston are the only shooters 
who have fired two iron sight 1600’s, al- 
though Art Cook could possibly qualify 
now . .. Whipple placed second in the 
Metallic Agg. with 1599-119X, followed by 
Hill’s 1598-121X. 

Caygle’s 1599-129X was good for the 
Any Sight Agg. win. Runner-up, with 
1599-113X, was Donald L. Harmon, for- 
merly a member of USA MTU, but now a 
civilian living in Floyd Knobs, Ind. Roy 
Oster, just returned from the European 
tour, placed third—1598-124X. 

Individual metallic sight winners: 50- 
yds.—Caygle, 400-39X 50-meters—S/Sgt. 
Allan H. Hannon, USAF Int'l Team, 400- 
35X; 100-yds._Eric Sundstrom, Jr., 400- 
34X; Dewar—Loren Samsel, Sr.—400-34X. 
‘Any Sights: 50-yds.Whipple, 400-38X; 
50-meters—1/Lt. Presley W. Kendall, USA 
MTU, 400-37X; 100-yds.—Caygle, 400-31X; 
Dewar—B. A. Seldy, Newark, Ohio—400- 
31X. 

ee e & 

Let’s take a closer look at the Ala- 
bama State Matches. We've already re- 
vealed to you that M/Sgt. William E. Krill- 
ing, USA MTU, had a 1 X lead on Pres 
Kendall. Their scores: 3189-224X, 3189- 


223X. Third place had to be decided by 
a Creedmoor, which Capt. Verle F. Wright, 
Jr. won over Gene Kolstad. Both are USA 
MTU members; they fired 3185’s (x-count 
missing). Shooting through strong, varia- 
ble winds, Wright won the Metallic Agg. 
with 1594-116X, followed by Kendall with 
1594-114X, and Krilling’s 1593-116X. Bill 
‘Krilling’s 1596-108X was on top. with 
scope, then Kendall’s 1595-109X, and Kol- 
stad’s 1594, 
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Capt. John T. Bertva, USAF Intl 
Team, chalked up a new Nat'l Record 
when he scored 1573-71X to win the South 
Central Position Regional July 13-14 at 
Knoxville, Tenn. Krilling, who placed sec- 
ond with 1572-89X, is censuring himself for 
dropping 2 points prone. In 3rd spot was 
Verle Wright’s 1570-89X. Everett Smith 
of Knoxville was High Civilian in every 
event. We hope that he is recuperating 
satisfactorily from recent surgery. 

With irons, it was Wright—790-53X; 
Krilling — 786-46X; 1/Lt. Donald W. 
Adams, USA MTU—786-35X. Any Sights: 
Bertva—790-34X; Jim Hill—788-43X; Krill- 
ing—786-43X, 
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Although the Texas State Champion- 
ship was fired in Ft. Worth the last week- 
end in June, I didn’t get to it as I had plan- 
ned and the news is a bit late. I particu- 
larly want to bring you the results, how- 
ever, for the new Texas State Champ is a 
fellow who has really been bearing down 
this summer—S/Sgt. Allan H. Hannon, 
USAF. His winning Agg. was 3191-218X, 


4 points ahead of Ed Caygle’s 3187-229X. 


S/Sgt. Charles B. Madden, USAF Intl 
Team, took third place honors—3185- 
198X ... Turning in a 1596-106X to win 


the Metallic Agg. was quite a feat for Han- 
non among such noted iron sight shooters. 
He, incidentally, shoots a factory 40X.. . 
George Whittington, many times _ state 
champion, won the Any Sight Agg. with 
1596-117X. 

ee He Oe 

At the Mid-Central Prone Regional in 
Kansas City, Kansas, July 27-28, Ed 
Caygle’s 3192-232X stole the show. Han- 
non’s 3191-237X was Hi Military, and Kan- 
sas State Champ Joe Liles tumed in a 
3190-233X for Hi Civilian. 

It was Hannon again as winner of the 
Metallic Agg. and again with a 1596, this 
time with 113X. A/l Raymond Lewis, 
USAF Int] Team, led in the Service cate- 
gory—1594-95X. As might be expected, 
Liles was right in there as top Civilian— 
1592-112X ... Caygle took the 50-yd. 
iron—400-34X; Howard (10X) Smith, the 
Dewar—399-29X; 1/Lt. Robert Metsker, 
USAF, 50-meters—400-35X; and Liles, of 
Emporia, Kansas, 100-yds.—399-28X. 

The Scope Agg. resulted in three 
1600’s—Caygle with 126Xs, Bertva—121X 
for Hi Military, and Leo Voelker, Topeka, 
was Hi Civilian with 115X. Leo’s possible 
came about through sheer determination. 
He decided that he would give the military 
something to shoot at, and indeed he 
did . . . Ed Atkins, Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
won the 50-yd. any—400-35X; Sharpshoot- 
er Ed Zeidler, Derby, Kansas, took the 50- 


(Continued on Page Twenty-two) 


NATIONAL VARMINT AND SPORTER CLASS CHAMPIONSHIPS — STATISTICS 
Light Varmint Class — August 9, 1963 


45 Competitors 
Name Agg. Caliber Action Scope Barrel Length Diameter Twist 
Residence M.O.A. Gunsmith — Stocker Weight Load Bullet Primer 
Dave Hall 4509 .243 Shilen Lyman Hart 23% in. .700 in. 1 in 14” 
Warsaw, N. Y. Shilen Self 10 lb. 7 oz. 29 gr. Ball C Detsch Rem. 
Thomas Gillman 5131 222% Springfield 14X Douglas 18 in. .890 in. 1 in 14” 
Hot Springs, Ark. Gillman Gilman 10 Ib. 7 oz. 28 gr. Ball C2 Sierra 53 Rem. 
Richard L. Snell 5227 6 m/m Remington Lyman Remington 26 in. .550 in. 1 in 12” 
Tipp Ctiy, Ohio _ - - 25% gr. 3031 Hollidge 75 Rem. 
Marshall Johnson .5699 222 Sako Unertl Hart 24 in. .700 in. 1 in 14” 
Wichita, Kans. W.P.T. W.P.T. 10 Ib. 5 oz. 23.9 gr. Ball C Sierra 53 Rem. 
Warren Page .5739 6X47 40X Lyman 25X Remington 26 in. .750 in. 1 in 12” 
Chappaqua, N. Y. Walker Stinehour 10 Ib. 25.5 gr. 4895 Rem. 73 Rem. 
Harry Bente 5833 222, Shilen Lyman Hart 24 in. .750 in. - 
Ithaca, N. Y. Bente Bente 10 Ib. 2 0z. 25.5 gr. Ball C2 B&A6S Rem. 
Arthur C. Glover .5840 6X47 Shilen Unertl Hart 24 in. .700 in. 1 in 12” 
Horseheads, N. Y. Shilen Bente 10 Ib. 7 oz. 28 gr. Ball C2 Detsch Rem. ' 
Bob Stultz 5903 222 Sako Lyman Factory 23% in. — 1 in 14” 
Kansas City, Mo. Factory Factory 10 Ib. 30z. 23 gr. Ball C Sierra 53 RWS 
Paul Fowler 5924 222 Springfield | Lyman Douglas 20 in. .900 in. 1 in 14” 
Hot Springs, Ark. Gillman Gillman 10 Ib. 8 oz. 20.8 gr. 4198 Sierra 53 Rem. 
Robert W. Hart 5932 6X47 40X Lyman Hart 23 in. .750 in. 1 in 14” 
Nescopeck, Pa. Self Self 10 Ib. 7 0z. 23% gr. 4198 B&A 70 Rem. 
Charles Snell .5999 6X47 40X = — — — = 
Tipp City, Ohio _ _ = 25.5 gr. 3031 Sierra 75 Rem. 
Harold E. Campau _.6286 222 Sako Lyman Sako 23. in. — 1 in 14” 
Southgate, Mich. Sako Sako 10 Ib. 3 0z. 23 gr. 3031 Davidson 53. Rem. 
Paul O. Gottschall 6352 6X47 40X Lyman Remington 26 in. - * lin 14” 
Salem, Ohio Rem. Rem. 10 1b.40z. 22.9 gr. 4198 B&A 73 gr. Rem. 
Red Cornelison .6454 222 Sako Unertl Douglas 24 in. .710 1 in 14” 
Seminole, Okla. Self Self 10 Ib. 6 0z. (26.5 gr. Ball C B&A 51% g. Rem. 
Dr. Sam Nadler .6494 .243 Shilen Unertl Hart 28 in. — 1 in 14” 
New Orleans, La. Shilen Shilen 10 lb. 8 0z. 26.7 gr. Ball C Sierra 60 gr. Rem. 

100 YARD AGGREGATE 100 Yd. Match Winners 200 YARD AGGREGATE 200 Yd. Match Winners 
Dave Hall .4574 #1 Henry Barton .254 + Dave Hall 4444 #1 Parker Rollins .354 
Harold Campau 4866 #2 Dave Hall .313 Thomas Gillman 5331 #2 Paul Gottschall 521 
Warren Page .4868 #3 Bob Stultz .336 Marshall Johnson .5384 #3 Parker Rollins 580 
Richard Snell .4932 #4 Warren Page .352 Richard Snell .5522 #4 Marshall Johnson .530 
Thomas Gillman 4932 #5 Dave Hall .234 Charles Snell 5559 #5 Henry Barton .789 
Bob. Stultz 5020 #6 Harold Campau .248 Paul Gottschall .5632 #6 Dave Hall .850 
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National Bench Rest Shooters Association, Inc. 


NATIONAL BENCH REST 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Bob Hart telephoned the following 
brief report from the National Champion- 
ships, fired at Wapwallopen, Pa., August 
29, 30, 31 and Sept. 1, 1963. Complete 


NBRSA OFFICERS AND 
DIRECTORS FOR 1963 
EASTERN REGION 

Brunon Boroszewski (Director) 

Chestnut Ridge Rd. 

Orchard Park, New York 

Dr. A. H. Garcelon (Deputy) 

133 State Street 

Augusta, Maine 

George E. Kelbly (Deputy) 

4N. Hickin Ave. 

Rittman, Ohio 
GULF COAST REGION 

Henry W. Spencer 

P. O. Box 2076 

San Angelo, Texas 
MID-CONTINENT REGION 

Larry Englebrecht (Vice Pers.) 

122 Gow 

Wichita 3, Kansas 
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY REGION 

Alfred W. Walter (President) 

1925 Raft Dr., Hanley Hills 

St. Louis 33, Missouri 
NORTH CENTRAL REGION 

Walt C. Siewert 

Box 749 

Custer, South Dakota 
NORTHWEST REGION 

Raymond Speer 

925—7th St. 

Lewiston, Idaho 
SOUTHWEST REGION 

John B. Sweany 

4498 Silverado Trail N. 

Calistoga, California 94515 
Secretary-Treasurer 

Bernice E. McMullen 

607 West Line St. 

Minerva, Ohio 
NBRSA MEMBERSHIP DUES: 

Individual annual dues $5.00 (includes 
magazine subscription for membership 
term). Associate member (wife or hus- 
band, son or daughter under 18 years of 
age, of member in good standing—no maga- 
zine) $2.50. Life membership, $75.00. 
Annual club affiliation fee $10.00. 


PRESIDENT’S CORNER 


Now that the Nationals are over and 
each member has practically finished this 
year’s competition, I wish to extend to each 
one of you a hearty thanks. It seems to 
me that every one that I have heard from, 
spoken to, or shot with this year, seemed to 
be greatly interested in our organization. 

I will try to give you some of the re- 
sults of our National Meeting. In a later 
issue a full report of the minutes will be 

ublished. Our present rule book that we 
had ublished over a month ago is being 
called back to National Headquarters 
This is due to the fact that so many new 
rules were made at our last meeting, and 
we felt it necessary to do this. To any 
member who has in his possession a green 
rule book, he may return it to National 
Headquarters for an exchange of the re- 
vised book. This revised rule book will be 
published by January 1, 1964. The green 
rule book will be in effect until that date. 

A new class is being born in our or- 
ganization. This class will be known as 
the Hunting Rifle Class. Each club is 
asked for the coming year to hold at least 
two matches for experiment. You may 
use any caliber, weight, target or scoring 
system you wish. By this we may get 
sound ideas so that at the meeting in Tulsa 
this coming year we may form this class, 
having in mind your ideas which will be 
presented before the board by your region- 
al directors. 

After several months of hard work we 
thought we had a rule book we could pre- 
sent to you. This we found was very in- 
adequate, and I am very sorry it was re- 
leased. I imagine we are to be excused as 
we released the book like a shooter some- 
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times releases his trigger during the wrong 
conditions. So I beg your pardon for this 
mistake. 

I was very happy to see such a large 
turn out at both National meets. This 
shows that our organization is on the in- 
crease. I only wish it was possible that 
the distance we have to travel to hold 
these matches was not so great. How to 
overcome this is purely impossible. 

By now you have no doubt heard that 
I will be your president again for the year 
1964. This I was hoping would not hap- 
pen, but someone has to carry the burden 
of our organization, and seeing that I was 
duly elected by my present directors, I felt 
that it was my duty to accept it for another 
year. I feel each and every member will 
give me their full support as they have in 
the past year. As I have said before, this 
is what makes a president’s position much 
easier. 

You will notice under each director’s 
address in P. S., his telephone number. 
This way if a member does not wish to 
write (which some of us hate to do), you 
may call him. 

Until next month, I wish you all tight 
groups and many happy hours on _ the 
range. 

Sincerely, 
A. W. Walter, President 


1963 BENCH REST MATCHES 
EASTERN REGION 
Heavy Bench Rifle Classes 

Southboro, Mass.: Oct. 13; Southboro Rod & 
Gun Club, Inc., c/o J. W. Baldwin, P. O. Box 402, 
Westboro, Mass. 

SOUTHWEST REGION 
Fresno, California: Oct. 12 and 13 (Southwest 
Region Championship); Fresno Rifle & Pistol Club, 
c/o Henry C. Wright, Sec’y, 4663 East Olive, 
Fresno, Calif. 
Modesto, California: November 3  (non-regis- 
tered); Modesto Rifle Club, c/o Duane D. Jenner, 
1499 Ralston Court, Modesto, Calif. 

MISS. VALLEY REGION 
St. Louis, Missouri: 

Oct. 12, night, Sporter class 
Bench Rest Rifle Club of St. Louis, c/o Ar- 
thur M. Freund, Sec’y, 1038 Hornsby, St Louis 15, 
Missouri. 
MID-CONTINENT REGION 

Wichita, Kansas: Oct. 5 (night, Heavy Var. & 
Unrestricted); Wichita Bench Rest Rifle Club, 
c/o C. R. Kunkle, Sec’y, 1914 Lydia, Wichita, 
Kansas. 
Tulsa, Oklahoma: Oct. 13* (all matches for all 
classes.) Tulsa Bench Rest Rifle Club, c/o R. G. 
Berry, Pawnee, Oklahoma. 
Kansas City, Kansas: Oct. 19 (day, unrestricted); 
Mill Creek Rifle Club, Inc., c/o L. F. Carden, 5022 
Waverly, Kansas City 4, Kansas. 


National Varmint 


Thirty of the competitors completed 
National Match Course aggregates in all 
three classes and they were ranked for an 
ALL-CLASS AGGREGATE. The ten high 
ranking aggregates were: 


Dave Hall 4887 MOA 
Warren Page 5431. MOA 
Paul Gottschall .5467 MOA 
Harry Bente .5578 MOA 
M. H. Walker .5610 MOA 
Arthur C. Glover .5684 MOA 
Richard Snell .5722 MOA 
Robert W. Hart .5793 MOA 
L. S. Rucker .5813 MOA 
Dr. Sam Nadler 5996 MOA 


OVER-ALL EQUIPMENT SURVEY 

LIGHT VARMINT CLASS: Of the 45 
competitors, 24 shot 6 m/m, 20 shot .22 
cal. and 1 a .308 (Brunon Boroszewski shot 
-308 cal. in all classes). Of the 6 m/m’s, 
15 were the 6X47 cartridge. The other 
6 m/m’s included .243, .244 and versions 
of the so-called International round. Of 


report, statistics and photos will follow in 
October issue.) 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


AGGREGATE 
Paul O. Gtotschall 4737 MOA 
Salem, Ohio 
L. E. Wilson 4745 MOA 
Cashmere, Washington 
William Schellert, Jr. 4853 MOA 
St. Louis, Missouri 
Eldon Stolle 4873 MOA 
Seabrook, Maryland 
Ralph Stolle .4981 MOA 


Seabrook, Maryland 
100 YARD CHAMPIONSHIP 


L. E. Wilson .3172 MOA 
Eldon Stolle .3472 MOA 
Ralph Stolle .3596 MOA 
200 YARD CHAMPIONSHIP 

Paul O. Gottschall .5198 MOA 
George Kelbly .5221 MOA 
Rittman, Ohio 

L. F. “Bud” Carden 5719 MOA 


Kansas City, Kansas 

Shooting conditions were good for the 
100 yard shooting Thursday and Friday 
but worsened with bad winds for the 200 
yard matches Saturday and Sunday. 

Eighty-two shooters from twenty-four 
states competed in the matches. 

Though he missed becoming the new 
National Champion by the microscopic 
margin of .0008 MOA, L. E. “Sam” Wil- 
son was the stand-out shooter of the tour- 
nament. His aggregate for the five record 
matches at 100 yards on Thursday was 
.2576. He was. still leading the field at 
the end of the third day but his groups 
opened up just enough on the final day to 
permit Gottschall to edge by him. 

Paul Gottschall wins the distinction of 
becoming the first two-time National Bench 
Rest Champion. Paul won his first Nation- 
al Championship at Johnstown, N. Y. in 
1959. He has been in the “Top-Twenty” 
ranking every year except 1957, when he 
was disqualified for firing only 9 shots on 
one 100 yard target. Paul shoots fast, and 
discovered that he had fired only 9 record 
shots when he checked his cartridge block 
on returning to his car. He rushed back 
to the firing line with his rifle but arrived 
just in time to hear the Cease-fire com- 
mand. He won the 200 yard aggregate 
that year. 


the .22’s, there were 17 of the .222 Rem., 
one .222%, one .219 Don and one not 
clearly identified. (Apparently a good num- 
ber shot the same 6 m/m rifle in this and 
the Sporter class matches.) 

ACTIONS included 16 Remington (of 
which 6 were the 40X), 13 Sako, 8 Shilen, 
2 Springfield, 2 special gunsmith jobs, 1 
each Schultz & Larsen, Weber and Win- 
chester, and 1 not reported. 

BARRELS: Douglas 17, Hart 15, 
Remington 6 (4 on 40X rifles), 4 Sako, 2 
Nu-Line and 1 not clearly identified. 

..SCOPES: Lyman 20, Unertl 12, 
B&L 3, Litschert 2, Weaver 2, one each 
Fecker, Bushnell and Weatherby, and 3 
not reported. 

PRIMERS: Remington 36, CCI 4, 
RWS 2, W-W 2, and Federal 1. 

..BULLETS: Of the 45 competitors, 
26 used either their own or custom hand- 
made bullets, 10 of which were identified 
as being made in B&A dies and 3 in Bahler 
dies. Sierra bullets were shot by 15, Rem- 
ington by 1, and 2 did not report. 

HEAVY VARMINT CLASS: Only 4 of 
the 66 competitors in this class shot other 
than .22 cal. rifles-two shot the 6X47, one 


(Continued on Page Fourteen) 
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HEAVY VARMINT CLASS — AUGUST 10, 1963 


= 
(Continued from Page Eleven) 66 C ompetitors 
Name AGG. Caliber Action Scope Barrel Length Diameter Twist 
Residence M.O.A. Gunsmith — Stocker Weight Load Bullet Primer 
Wallace Hart .3851 222 Sherman Lyman Hart 26 in. 1.200X.875 1 in 14” 
Nescopeck, Pa. Sherman Shilen 13 Ib. 8 oz. 21 gr. 4198 Culver 52 gr. Rem. 
Paul O. Gottschall .4036 .222Yo Shilen Lyman Hart 26 in. 1.3125X.750 1 in 14” 
Salem, Ohio Shilen Shilen 13 lb. 4 oz. 21.8 gr. 4198 B&A 53 gr. Rem. 
Barbara Schellert .4456 222%. Shilen Lyman Hart 26 in. .875 in. 1 in 14” 
St. Louis, Mo. Shilen. Shilen 13 lb. 22.2 gr. 4198 B&A 52 gr. Rem. 
Robert W. Hart 4622 222% Hart B&L Hart 26 in. 1.200X.875 1 in 14” 
Nescopeck, Pa. 4 Self Self 13 lb. 6 oz. 22 gr. 4198 Culver 52 gr. Rem. ; 
L. S. Rucker .4635 .222% Weber Lyman Hart 25 in. .880 in. 1 in 14” 
Akron, Ohio D. Frost Self 13 Ib. 7 oz. 22 gr. 4198 B&A 52 gr. Rem. 
R. L. McLaren 4702 .222 Weber Unertl Hart 26 in. .888 in. 1 in 14” 
Abilene, Texas Davis Self 13 lb. 7 oz. 23.5 gr. Ball C Sisk 55 gr. CCI 
Jack L. Morgan .4709 222, Sako Unertl Hart 25 in. .850 in. 1 in 14” 
Seminole, Okla. a Cornelison Self 13 lb. 5 oz. 23.5 gr. BallC B&A 51 gr. Rem. 
Jerry L. Cleckner .4794 6X47 Rem. Lyman Rem. 24 in. _ 1 in 12” 
Tipp City, Ohio Rem. Rem. 10 lb. 7 oz. 29 gr. Ball C Sierra 75 gr. Rem. 
Frank Muriel ' 4824 222 40X Unertl 21X Factory 26 in. _ — 
Florissant, Mo. \ Rem. Factory 13 Ib. 8 oz. 21 gr. 4198 B&A 52 gr. Rem. 
Nolan H. Jackson 4875 222% S&L Unertl Hart 24 in. .750 in. 1 in 14” 
Wichita, Kans. W.P.T. W.P.T. 13 lb. 7 oz. 23.4 gr. Ball C Sierra 53 gr. Rem. 
Brunon Boroszewski .4899 3808 40X B&L Day 30 in. 1.200X.890 1 in 16” 
Orchard Park, N. Y. Self Self 13 lb. 6 oz. 45.3 gr. 4895 B&A 147.5 gr. Fed. 215. 
Arthur C .Glover .4901 222, Shilen Unertl Hart 26 in. 1.250X.893 1 in 14” 
Horseheads, N. Y. Shilen Shilen 13 Ib. 5 oz. 25.5 Ball C2 Shilen Rem. 
Robert Stinehour 4907 222" Shilen Unertl Hart 28 in. .875 in. /1 in 14” 
Wallkill, N. Y. Shilen Stinehour 13 Ib. 7 oz. 25 gr. Ball C SS&D Rem. 
Hyde Park, N. Y. .4908 222% Shilen Lyman Dewey 26 in. 1.200X.900 1 in 14” 
Ed Shilen Shilen Shilen 13 Ib. 5 oz. 27.5 Ball C2 SS&D 51 gr. Rem. 
John C. Sanborn .4960 222, Shilen Unertl Hart 26 in. -700 in. 1 in 12” 
E. Syracuse, N. Y. : Shilen Shilen 13 Ib. 6 oz. 21.5 gr. 4198 Hollidge CCI 
100 YARD AGGREGATE 100 Yard Match Winners 200 YARD AGGREGATE 200 Yard Match Winners 
Wallace Hart .3344 #1 Harold Campau .208 Paul Gottschall 4159 #1 Warren Page .530 
Robert Hart 3458 #2 Arthur Glover 183 Wallace Hart .4358 #2 Nolan Jackson 596 
L. S. Rucker .3494. #3 Crawford Hollidge .178 Jack Morgan 4436 #3 John Sanbom 520 
R. L. McLaren 3498 #4 R. L. McLaren .219 Brunon Boroszewski 4557 #4 L. S. Rucker 494 
Nolan Jackson .3544 #5 Nolan Jackson 155 Robert Stinehour .4619 #5 Robert Stinehour 415 
Barbara Schellert .3582 #6 Robert Stinehour .201 John Sanborn 4814 #6 Thomas Gillman .620 
SPORTER CLASS — AUGUST 11, 1963 
42 Competitors 
Name Agg. Caliber Action Scope Barrel Length Diameter Twist 
Residence M.O.A. Gunsmith Stocker Weight Load Bullet Primer 
Dave Hall ATTA .243 Shilen Lyman Hart 23% in. .700” Lin Ta”... 
Warsaw, N. Y. Shilen Self 10 Ib. 6 oz. 29 gr. Ball C Detsch 70 gr. Rem. 
M. H. Walker .4807 6XA7 Remington Lyman Remington 26 in. .750” 1 in 12” 
Mohawk, N. Y. Walker Walker 10 Ib. 5 oz. 23.5 gr. 4198 B&A 75 gr. Rem. 
Warren Page 5245 6X47 40X Lyman 25X Remington 26 in. .750” 1 in 12” 
Chappaqua, N. Y. Walker Stinehour 10 lb. 25.5 gr. 4895 Rem. 73 gr. Rem 
Leon L. Johnson 5430 6X47 Remington — Bushnell Hart 24 in. = 1 in 12” 
Ilion, N. Y Walker, Self Self 10 lb. 4 oz. 23.5 gr. 4198 Rem. Rem. = 
Richard L. Snell .5459 6X47 Remington Lyman Rem. 26 in. 550” 
Tipp City, Ohio Factory Factory 10 lb. 8 oz. 25.5 gr. 3031 Hollidge 73.5 Rem 1 in 12” 
John Moschkau 5591 6 m/m Shilen Lyman Hart 27 in. .740” 
Waterloo, Iowa Self Self 10 Ib. 4 0z. 33.5 gr. 3031 Own Rem 1 in 14” 
Harry Bente 5727 6X47 Shilen Lyman Hart 24 in. .750” = 
Ithaca, N. Y. Bente Bente 10 lb. 6 oz. 28 gr. Ball C2 B&A 
Paul O. Gottschall .6014 6X47 40X Lyman Remington 26 in. — 1 in 14” 
Salem, Ohio Rem. Rem. 10 lb. 4 oz. 22.9 gr. 4198 B&A 73 gr. Rem 
L. S. Rucker .6310 6 m/m-222 Weber Unertl Hart 24 in. 765” 1 in 14” 
Akron, Ohio D. Frost Self 10 Ib. 5 oz. 22 gr. 4198 B&A 75 gr. Rem. 
Arthur C. Glover 6312 6X47 Shilen Unertl Hart 24 in. 1.250X.700” 1 in 12” 
Horseheads, N. Y. Shilen Bente 10 lb. 7 oz. 28 gr. Ball C2 Detsch Rem. 
Dr. Sam Nadler 6483 .243 Shilen Unertl Hart 28 in. — 1 in 14” 
New Orleans, La. Shilen Shilen 10 Ib. 8 oz. 26.7 gr. Ball C Sierra 60 gr. Rem. 
Robert W. Hart .6826 6X47 40X Lyman Hart 23 in. 1.200X.750” 1 in 14” 
Nescopeck, Pa. Self Self 10 lb. 7 oz. 23.5 gr. 4198 B&A 70 gr. Rem. 


100 YARD AGGREGATE 


100 Yd. Match Winners 


200 YARD AGGREGATE 


200 Yd. Match Winners 


Warren Page 5214 #1 Richard Lange .364 Dave Hall 3925 #1 M. H. Walker £729 
M. H. Walker 5218 #2 Harold Shipley 345  M. H. Walker 43897 #2 Leon Johnson 611 
L. S. Rucker .5260 #3 Sam Nadler .328 Leon L. Johnson 5010 #3 Dave Hall .807 
Harry Bente 5294 #4 Dave Hall .323 Warren Page .5276 #4 Leon Johnson .606 
Richard Snell 5344 #5 M. H. Walker .234 Richard Snell 5574 #5 M. H. Walker 456 
Paul Gottschall .5382 #6 Charles Snell 400 John Moschkau 5697 #6 M. H. Walker .529 
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PRECISION STAYNLESS STEEL MATCH TARGET BARRELS 


Blanks in calibers .224, 6mm and .30 caliber available. 
.22 rim fire blanks sold installed in customer’s action only. 


For prices and particulars, write: 


Hart Rifle Barrels, Inc. 


LaFayette, New York, R. D. #2 


Telephone Tully, N. Y. Area 315 NX 6-5624 


@ Quality control features in every 
stage of manufacture and design from 
point to base assures extreme reliabil- 
ity for targets or game. 


@® Superior cores and jackets assem- 
bled in fine quality dies make for the 
excellent balance so characteristic of 
Spintru Bullets in a choice of several 
weights for each caliber. 


@ Normally small orders can be 
filled from stock. Prices for all sizes 
and several weights of 22 cal. are 
$6.50 per C. 6 m/m or .243 are 
available in approximately 73 gr. or 
87 gr. for $7.50 per C. Add parcel 
post from your area. 


Write for specific prices on other 
calibers or special weights or types. 


CRAWFORD H. HOLLIDGE 
Cotuit Road 
Marstons Mills, Mass. 


“PRECISION” 


REAMERS 
GAUGES 


284 & 300 WIN. 
_ For the Gunsmith 
115 Calibers from 177 Woodsman to 
505 GIBBS 
For the Ordnance Engineer 
30 Caliber Carbine to 
20 MM Automatic Cannon 
WRITE FOR NEW CATALOG 
H & M TOOL CO. 
24062 Orchard Lake Road, 
Farmington, Michigan 
————————————————————— 
National Varmint 
(Continued from Page Twelve) 


shot Tom Gillman’s 6X43 and one shot a 
-308. Of the .22’s, there were 36 of the 
-222 Remington, 10 of the .222% 6 of .222 
Mag., 5 of .219 Don, 3 .22/250, one .220 
Power's Special and one not clearly identi- 
fied—listed simply as .224. 

..ACTIONS: Nearly half the actions 
used were Remington (26) and 10 of these 
were identified as 40X. The Shilen action 
was next with 12, Sako 8, Mauser 5, Weber 
3, 2 each S&L and Win., 1 each Hart, 
Sherman, Jap and Springfield, and 4 gun- 
smith custom jobs. 

BARRELS: Hart barrels were in the 
lead for both place ranking and total num- 
ber (26). There were 14 Douglas, 15 
Remington, 4 Sako, 3 Day, and 1 each 
Davis, Dewey, Ace and Holmes. 

SCOPES: Lyman 28, Unertl 21, 
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Bausch & Lomb 7, Litschert 5, Fecker 2, 
Weaver 1, and 2 not reported. 


PRIMERS: Remington 50, CCI 4, 
Federal 4, RWS 3, W-W 3, and 2 not re- 
ported. 

BULLETS: Nearly two-thirds — shot 


bullets they had made themselves, or hand- 
made bullets they obtained from custom 
suppliers (19 were identified as being made 
in B&A dies and 3 in Bahler dies). Sierra 
bullets were shot by 17, Remington by 3, 
Sisk 1, Speer 1 and 2 not reportign. 
SPORTER CLAQSS: All but one of the 
42 competitors shot 6 m/m rifles, Boros- 
zewski shooting a .308. Of the 6 m/m’s, 
22 were the 6X47. The 19 others included 
the various cartridge cases mentioned for 
Light Varmint class. 

ACTIONS: There were 20 Reming- 
ton actions, of which 5 were identified as 
40X, 8 Shilen, 6 Mauser, 2 Sako, 1 each 
Springfield, Weber, S&L, Winchester, and 
2 not clearly identified. 

..BARRELS: Hart barrels again in the 
lead with 18, Douglas 12, Remington 7, 
Nu-Line 2, and 3 either not reported or 
not clearly identified. 

SCOPES:..Lyman 15, Unertl 8, 
Weaver 7, Litschert 4, B&L 3, Fecker 2, 
Bushnell Leupold 1 each and 1 not re- 
ported. 

..PRIMERS:..Remington 28, CCI 6, 
Federal 3, W-W 3, and RWS 2. 

BULLETS: Hand-made by shooter 
or custom maker 24, of which 8 were iden- 
tified as made in B&A dies and 2 in Bahler 
dies, Sierra 15 and Remington 3. 

(For those competitors in Varmint and 
Sporter class matches throughout the 
country who might like’ to have the com- 
plete and detailed match and equipment 
statistics for all competitors in this Na- 
tional Shoot, we can recommend the com- 
plete report advertised in the TRADIN’ 
POST column by Superior Office Service in 
Clayton, Missouri. The report gives com- 
plete shooting results for every competitor 
in every match and equipment data as re- 
ported on the registration cards, all very 
well presented for quick and convenient 
reference. There are a very few typo- 
graphical errors, but they are quite obvious 
and can in most cases be easily cross- 
checked. We think this report is well 
worth the one dollar charge to anyone in- 
terested in having this dope.) 

EDITOR’S COMMENT: It looks as 
if some new records may have been made 
at this championship shoot. Dave Hall’s 
winning 200 yard aggregate in Light Var- 
mint class is smaller than the present pub- 
lished record of .4618 MOA. In Sporter 
class the three top ranking competitors at 
200 yards had aggregates smaller than the 
officially recognized record of .5088, and 
the top four in the championship NMC ag- 
grpeate were under the old record of .5443 


While there is no recognized record 
for the All-Around three-class aggregate, 
Dave Hall’s .4887 MOA beats anything 
previously fired. Warren Page was top 
gun in 1961 with .5691, and again in 1962 
with .5301. His .5431 this year was not 
much off the beam and good enough for 
runner-up spot, but Paul Gottschall was 
pretty close behind him. 

Remington products made a very im- 
pressive record at this shoot, both in to- 
tals and among the top rankings. I don’t 
remember of any make of primer. having 
such, an overwhelming lead as Remington 


had in this shoot. Lyman scopes seem to 
have made a pretty substantial gain in 
number at this shoot. 

While the majority of the shooters 
used hand-made bullets of either their own 
or custom make, the gain of Sierra bullets 
at this shoot is quite impressive. 

Fourteen states were represented by 
competitors, 8 west of the Mississippi (Ark., 
Kans., Mo., Okla., La., Iowa, Texas and 
New Mexico) and 6 east (N. Y., Ohio, Pa., 
Mich., Mass. and IIl.). Competitors from 
West outnumbered East nearly two-to-one, 
but that proportion was just about reversed 
in the shooting aggregate top rankings. 

(Arthur M. Freund, Bench Rest Rifle 
Club of St. Louis secretary has supplied the 
following narrative report of the Varmint 
and Sporter Championships.) 

Friday morning, August 9th, dawned 
hot, sunny ,and windy. It looked as if 
it would be real difficult to do the quality 
of shooting that was done last year on Fri- 
day. We started shooting at 200 yards 
and by the time the third or fourth match 
was over it was fairly obvious that we had 
been wrong in our assumption. Dave Hall, 
who started shooting just last year at the 
Nationals, was really going to town. For 
the 200 yard course he had only one group 
over an inch. It was a great big one of 
1.061 inch. His aggregate was range meas- 
ured at .4444 MOA. Since we had three 
regional directors present at the match, the 
targets were measured officially at .4443 
MOA for a new 200 yard record in the 
Light Varmint Class. Parker Rollins (Lin- 
coln Park, Mich.) shot a .354 in Match 1 
at 200 yards that is also a new 200 yard 
small group record. After lunch, as the 
100 yard shooting was just getting a good 
start, the rain clouds blew in. The tem- 
perature dropped so severely that every- 
body was looking for their coats. The 
wind rose to a minor gale and the rain 
came down in sheets. The match went 
on until the combination of wind and wa- 
ter proved too much for the backer. The 
target crew worked in the rain to fix them, 
and by the time the backers were fixed the 
rain had stopped and went on. Dave Hall, 
the boy from Warsaw, New York, went on 
to win the 100 yard aggregate and natural- 
ly also the Light Varmint Rifle National 
Championship for 1963. That night at the 
awards ceremony he could barely haul 
away all the loot. 


Saturday, August 10th, proved out to 
be our usual weather conditions — BAD 
There was a heavy mirage, the wind was 
not too bad but it shifted around quite a 
lot, from about 2 o’clock to about 8 
o'clock. The light was fairly steady 
though. With 66 shooters in the Heavy 
Varmint class, the target detail had to real- 
ly hustle, and they did, as we got done in 
plenty of time. Wally Hart, the range of- 
ficer of last year, turned out to be the mas- 
ter of the range this year as he took the 100 
yard aggregate, was second in the 200 yard 
shooting and took the Grand Aggregate 
with a very good .3851 MOA, Paul Gotts- 
chall looked like he might repeat last year’s 
win when he took the 200 yard aggregate, 
but Wally had too good a lead at 100 
yards. The target detail, under leadership 
of Arthur J. Freund, really did a fine job, 
as did the statistical office with Rosie 
Rucker as official scorer. Range Officer 
E. R. Jackson was really on the ball. 


On Sunday, the day of the Sporter 
class shoot, the weather was almost identi- 
cal to that of Saturday, except that the 
wind was a little stronger and blew off 
some of the heavy mirage. I think that 
everyone expected Dave Hall to do real 
good in the Sporter, but surely not to win 
it also. He shot the same 6X47 in both 
classes. By the time the 200 yard anos 
was half over it was apparent that he woul 
have to be watched. So we did just that 
as he shattered the 200 yard aggregate 
record with a .3925 MOA. Second place 
M. H. Walker and third place Leon John- 
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NEW! 
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Pressure Charts ....................... $10.00 
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WITH THE Powley’s High Velocity Trajectory Charts .. . $18.00 
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We take Pressure Tests with the new PMAX Pressure Gun and Velocity with the Avtron. 


Or send fired case, bullet with seating depth filed, and $10.00 to us for com _ plete report. 


HUTTON RIFLE RANCH -.-. 


1043 Greenleaf Canyon Road, Topanga, California Official Range of Guns and Ammo Magazine 


son also beat the previous record of .5088 
MOA. Warren Page won the 100 yard 
aggregate but Hall did well enough at 100 
yards that Page just couldn’t catch him. 
Hence, Dave Hall also won the John I. 
Moore trophy for the Sporter Rifle Na- 


tional Champion. He also beat the rec- 
ord for grand aggregate by quite a margin. 
The three below him also bettered the pre- 
vious record. 

I believe that there was more interest 
shown in the three-gun aggregate at this 
match than at either of the previous Na- 
tionals that I attended. I believe that this 
will really be the thing at next year’s Na- 
tional. Quite a few shooters expressed the 
opinion that this aggregate was what they 
were really shooting for, rather than to do 
real good in just one match. Dave Hall, 
with his two championships, also took the 
three-gun aggregate by a considerable mar- 
gin. He really did some shooting. There 
were thirty shooters who completed the 
three-gun aggregate and there were only 
two shooters who were eligible for the ag- 
gregate but disqualified. All of the com- 
bined aggregate were under .850 MOA, 
which is quite a bit better than last year. 
So it looks as if there is still room for im- 
provement. 

Arthur M. Freund 
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HUFNAIL BULLETS 


Specializing in custom hand swaged 
bullets in calibers .22 through .30 
that ave not available from any 
other source, to the best of my 
knowledge. Write me about your 
needs and your particular bullet 
problems. 


D. B. HUFNAIL 


Town Line Road, 
Rutland. Vermont 


CONFLICTING INTERESTS 
Editor of Precision Shooting: 

In previous letters I have made sug- 
gestions for a change in the organization of 
the National Bench Rest Shooters Associa- 
tion, and have explained why I think such 
a change is desirable. This letter will deal 
with the character of the membership and 
its influence on the organization. 

Any organization dedicated to a speci- 
fic objective will necessarily attract mem- 
bers from the group or groups interested in 
one way or another with the stated objec- 
tive. The attitude of the members of the 
different groups may, and often do, con- 
flict. It is the function of a well conduct- 
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Conflicting Interests 
(Continued from Page Fifteen) 


ed association to compromise these con- 
flicts of interest, to reconcile the compro- 
mise with the stated objective of the asso- 
ciation and to leave the members friendly 
to each other. In the past this has not al- 
ways occurred. 

In addition to conflicting interests of 
groups there is inevitably a, possibly un- 
recognized, conflict of interest of individ- 
uals. Such conflicts sometimes arise from 
a gain or loss of prestige, but more often 
business opportunities are involved. Indiv- 
iduals so affected are unlikely actively to 
promote actions which may improve their 
business, but they are not to be expected 
to oppose such changes. 

Our organization, started by experi- 
mental shooters, quickly and naturally at- 
tracted to its ranks barrel makers, gun- 
smiths, stockers, bullet makers, tool makers, 
accessory manufacturers, dealers and the 
like. The contributions of these men, ded- 
icated to accuracy, have been great and 
there is here no desire to minimize their 
contributions or to begrudge any gains they 
may have achieved businesswise. My only 
object is to caution against accepting the 
opinions of such men—outside their parti- 
cular field of interest—without question. 

The Association has brought business 
to many of these members, and if we con- 
tinue to grow it will bring more business. 
Such members should, in a spirit of en- 
lightened selfishness, examine each new 
proposal to see whether or not its adoption 
or defeat will aid the Association to grow. 
In the long run, policies that contribute to 
growth will prove more profitable than 
policies which might yield an immediate 
profit, but which will check the growth of 
the Association. 

At present we have too many categor- 
ies of competition. Five different classes 
have been created. To conduct matches 
for more than three classes at any one tour- 
nament—if well attended—is a score keep- 
er’s nightmare. 

There is little logic—and little com- 
mon sense—in some of the class specifica- 
tions. Reflection will show that one of the 
most illogical, from an Association view- 
point, is logical only from a special inter- 
est viewpoint. I have reference to the 
definition of the Sporter class, which differs 
in no respect whatever from a Light Var- 
mint rifle in 6mm caliber. 

The Varmint and Sporter classes were 
instituted to attract to our ranks hunters of 
woodchucks, crows, and other vermin, and 
also hunters of larger game animals. The 
rifles for vermin and the rifles for deer, 
bear, and larger game are not closely simi- 
lar. They are used in different environ- 
ments and their sighting equipment and 
their bullets have different requirements. 
To call a 6mm varmint rifle with a 20 
power scope a Sporter is to rewrite the 
dictionary. In setting up this classification 
there was a definite conflict of interest be- 
tween the men who had 6mm Varmint 
rifles and the hunters who were sought as 
members and who were to be given a 
chance to shoot genuine sporters in com- 
petition with other genuine sporters. I 
suspect that until this category is changed 
we will get few new members from the 
ranks of the game hunters. 

I was not at Tulsa where this rule was 
finally adopted, and I do not know who 
proposed it in its final form, but it has in- 
temal evidence of having been adopted 
without much deliberation, or of having 
been approved by persons who might get 
an advantage and couldn’t suffer a disad- 
vantage. 

In our Association we have groups 
of experimenters, chiefly men of great me- 
chanical ability. Many of them take pride 
in demonstrating the products of their in- 
genuity. They are too few in number, and 
too widely scattered geographically to sup- 
port an organization of their own. We 


value their membership, but should neverErnest Mayfield 


allow any small group of specialists to lead 
the association away from its objective. 
We have a very real conflict of interest be- 
tween the more inflexible members of this 
group and the traditionalists. 

This has given rise to a regrettable 
spirit of intolerance between the “sandbag- 
gers” and the “machine resters.” A great 
deal of this is the aftermath of ill-consider- 
ed language used some years ago when the 
return-to-zero rests were controversial. 
Maybe if the different arguments were 
looked at objectively instead of subjectively 
some of the bitterness would evaporate. 
Many of the “sandbaggers” appear too sen- 
timental and too literal. Sand, as such, 
has no magic. Any non-guiding rest of 
whatever material should do. The objec- 
tion properly is to a return-to-zero guiding 
rest. 

Some of the “machine rest” group are 
not satisfied with a two piece return-to- 
zero set of rests. They want a one piece 


rest. Then “machine rest” will become 
“bench rest.” Again the dictionary takes a 
beating 


We mustn’t let the Association get 
caught between these factions. Maybe it 
will help if we all remember that we are 
trying to develop accuracy. Accuracy re- 
sides in the constituent parts of the rifle 
and the ammunition. The rest, of what- 
ever kind, merely assists in demonstrating 
groups with an inaccurate combination of 
rifle and ammunition. 

In our revamped Association let us 
have safeguards to protect us from rules or 
by-laws dictated by special interest groups. 

Charles Kingsley 


Bench Rest 
Match Reports 


EASTON, OHIO 

The Chippewa Rifle Club, Inc. of 
Easton, Ohio held its first 200 yard-300 
meter registered match, using its new range 
facilities. On Saturday, July 20th, the 
weather-man did not co-operate at all as it 
rained off and on all day. At one time it 
rained and blew so hard that it blew the 
target frames down, pulling nails complete- 
ly through the target frames. All com- 
petitors took this in stride and on Sunday 
the weather was clear with tricky winds 
and mirage for the 300 meter matches. 

Winner of the 5-shot two range aggre- 
gate was Paul Gottschall of Salem, Ohio, 
with an aggregate of .513 MOA. Winner 
of the 10-shot two range aggregate was 
Brunon Boroszewski of Orchard Park, 
N. Y., with an aggregate of .752 MOA. 

Other winners were: 5-shot 200 yd. 
aggregate, Paul Gottschall .3778 MOA. 10- 
shot 200 yd. aggregate, Omar Rinehart, 
Salem, Ohio, .5067 MOA. 5-shot 300 me- 
ter aggregate, Paul Gottschall .648 MOA. 
10-shot 300 meter aggregate, George Kel- 
bly, Rittman, Ohio, .909 MOA. 

The officers of the Chippewa Rifle 
Club were a little disappointed at the 
rather small attendance (17) as it was felt 
that more shooters were interested in shoot- 
ing the 300 meter course of fire. 

Nelson Berger 
HOT SPRINGS, ARKANSAS 

Two Wichita, Kans. shooters, Nolan 
Jackson and Marshall Johnson were top 
guns in Varmint Class, while Arkansas 
shooters took the top spots in Sporter class 
at the Hot Springs Gun Club night match 
on July 27th. Conditions were good al- 
though it had rained all day. Nine shot in 
Varmint class and five in Sporter. High 
aggregates were: 

VARMINT CLASS 
100 yd. 200 yd. NMC 


Nolan Jackson .2894 .3398 .3146 

Marshall Johnson .3442 .4657 .4049 

Barbara McDonald 423 4936 .4583 
SPORTER CLASS 

Audrey McDonald .6052 .6201 .6126 

.7554 .7995 .7774 
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KANSAS CITY, KANSAS 
Sixteen participated in the Mill Creek 
Rifle Club’s night match for unrestricted 
rifles, August 3rd. The high ranking ag- 


gregates were: 
; 100 yd. 200 yd. NMC 


Renry Barton 3210 .3667 = .3438 
Horace Powers .3421 4052 .3726 
Bill Taylor .3444 4089 .3766 
Dave Whittington .8038 .4760 .3899 
L. Engelbrecht .4188 .3731 .3959 
Bud Carden 3254 


RICHMOND, INDIANA 

The highlight of the night shoot for 
unrestricted rifles at Richmond, Ind. on 
August 3rd was the achievement of James 
Shepler of Connersville, Ind. After com- 
peting for some eight years and never plac- 
ing in an aggregate, at this night shoot he 
broke through to win the grand aggregate 
over nine other shooters, including one for- 
mer National Champ and several national 
record holders. 

Lester Brooks, Hamilton, Ohio, com- 
peting in his first benchrest match, fired a 
.3561 NMC agg. to place sixth in this 
group of “hot” shooters. 

The high ranking aggregates were: 


James Shepler .3184 .3390 .3287 
Ferris Pindell .38240 .3367 .3302 
Al Roberts .3066 .3727 .3396 
Cline Deere .2626 

Irv Potter - .8045 


To indicate the overall quality of the 
shooting, of the 50 targets shot at 200 
yards by the 10 shooters, only 4 were 1 
inch or over and the largest was 1.063 
inch. And conditions were reported as 
“only fair.” 

TULSA, OKLAHOMA 

Twenty-six competed in the final reg- 
istered night match of the season at Tulsa 
on August 17th, 10 shooting unrestricted 
rifles, 12 Varmint class and 4 Sporters. 
Shooting conditions are reported as near 
perfect. The high ranking aggregates 
were: 

UNRESTRICTED RIFLE 
100 yd. 200 yd. NMC 


Horace Powers .8256 .4460 .3858 

Dave Whittington 3100 .4816  .3958 

Bill Taylor .4944 .4893 .4918 
VARMINT RIFLE 

Don Rorschach .3894 .3874 .3884 

Lloyd Bottoms .3736 .4070  .3903 

Tom Gillman 4004 .5237 .4620 
SPORTER CLASS 

Paul Fowler .6312 .6888 .6600 

Emest Mayfield .8070 1.1664 .9867 


ABILENE, TEXAS 

The West Texas Sportsmen Club of 
Abilene, Texas, held their September bench 
rest shoot on Sunday, the Ist, for Heavy 
Varmint, Light Varmint and Sporter rifles. 
We had 41 gun entries for the three classes 
and shot the 100 yrad range only. Condi- 
tions were about average for West Texas 
this time of year with the 100 degree heat 
and mirage running in every direction. 

In the Heavy Varmint, R. L. (Bobcat) 
McLaren showed us how, with a .405 ag- 
gregate setting a new club record and with 
one 5-shot group of .096”. Bob was 
shooting a Hart barreled Weber in .222 
with 23.5 grs. Ball C and 55 gr. Sisk hol- 
low point BR bullets. C. A. Morris was 
second with .491, J. C. Roberts third, .593, 
and Henry Moore fourth with .708. Fif- 
teen shot the H. V. 

Sixteen shot the Light Varmint with 
Brian Summers coming out on top with a 
.523, He used a factory 40X in .222 with 
21 grs. of 4198 and his own bullets of 52 
gr. made in SAS dies. Fred Bussell was 
second with a .544, R. L. McLaren third 
with .557 and J. L. (Pokey) Bonner fourth 
with .632. 

Pokey Bonner won the Sporter with a 
687 shooting a 6X47, FN action and 
Douglas barrel, using 25.5 grs. 3031 with 
75 gr. Sierra H. P. bullets. Gail Pyburn 
was second with a .779, Bob McLaren third 
with .813 and C. A. Morris fourth .868. 
Ten shooters entered the Sporter class. 

J. L. Bonner 
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Dear Phil: 


Since this is written several days after 
returning from the National Benchrest 
Matches at Wapwallopen on the Council 
Cup Rifle Range which Bob Hart has de- 
veloped beautifully and at many thousands 
of dollars of personal expense, you will 
perhaps already have heard some of the 
news. Paul Gottschall has done it again 
by tight shooting himself ahead of L. E. 
Wilson on the last day. It was one of 
those shooting events that was so close 
among several of the top contenders that 
it was very difficult to pin point who would 
be the winner and truly one of those events 
where the winner was in doubt until after 
the last shot was fired. This is quite char- 
acteristic of big benchrest shoots these days 
and perhaps many readers of this column 
do not realize how a few thousandths of an 
inch can be the difference between being 
ar of the winners or one of those who also 
shot. 


Some of our readers who see the pic- 
tures of tiny groups or read the three digit 
sizes that start with a one or two, get the 
impression that the matches are made up 
entirely of groups in that category by 
shooters who are outstandingly capable, 
with guns and components that are superb- 
ly accurate. Among 80 shooters, such 
small groups do show up from time to time 
but they are usually spread out and it is 
rare that a shooter gets more than_ his 
share although I must say in this national 
event, Sam Wilson was pressing pretty 
hard and as I recall it, took first place ten 
times or nearly one out of every four 
matches. I didn’t make any attempt to 
count the other occasions in which he 
placed but I know there would be lots of 
them. 


We are all happy to get those small 
groups and I imagine we all have that sort 
of sinking feeling in the pit of the stomach 
when one shot suddenly and sometimes un- 
accountably goes out of the group. These 
wide shots are by no means exclusive to the 
Council Cup Range because they can and 
do happen frequently on other ranges, too, 
but I consider that range one of the sporti- 
est and a greater challenge than any other 
range that I know and shoot on. I don’t 
know any shooter who deludes himself 
enough to consider that he holds the an- 
swers. Years ago, we used to refer to this 
as having the “key” to the range and to 
some extent- having such a key can make 
groups stay among the best but that key is 
often one that fails and we find ourselves 
with a “key shot,” and that kind of a shot 
gets its name for an entirely different rea- 
son. 

Paul Gottschall got one or more of 
these miserable shots among the first two 
days of the four day event but like the per- 
sistent scrapper that he is, he just kept on 
fighting throughout the successive days. 
Sam Wilson’s bad shot was a really bad 
one and hurt him so much that his excel- 
lent shooting of the previous days hardly 
compensated for the one bad group but as 
I said before, it wasn’t until the last match 
that the battle was lost for Sam and won 
for Paul. 

Sam Wilson had come a long way for 
that event and brought with him a gun and 
technique that are largely products of his 
own brain. They had done well and Sam 


(Continued on Page Eighteen) 
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The Gunsmith BLACK 


FINISHING UNIT 
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Stool Shootin Stuff 
(Continued from Page Seventeen) 


had fought hard up to the last shot. I was 
on the last relay and as I walked back to 
my car, I passed Sam and Paul shaking 
hands with one another and frankly stating 
their feelings. I am sure at that time 
they recognized who had won and lost and 
that only an accounting error could change 
the standing if one should exist. I wish 
I could have had a picture of those two 
men as they were when I walked by, 
standing by themselves and face to face 
with the situation that existed. There was 
friendship and mutual respect evident in 
the facial expressions of both and I am sure 
that the handshake was a friendly one. 
The pictures that you folks see will be 
those which are set’ up for the photogra- 
pher but mine will always be in my mind. 
I would like to have had a tape recording 
covering those few moments, too. I could 
only get snatches as I went by. but I am 
sure if I had such a recording, more people 
could understand what a great game 
benchrest shooting is, and what a fine 
group of contestants are in it, 


You'll be printing the list of the top 
twenty and it will be noted that in there, 
there are many names that have appeared 
before. You will also note that youth is 
pushing to the front in the ability of 
young Eldon Stolle who some years ago be- 
came a serious contender. He and_ his 
father rank so closely together usually that 
they seesaw back and forth as one after the 
other takes the lead position. Al Glenden- 
ning who you and I know so well shot just 
as consistently good in his quite gentleman- 
ly manner as in the numerous occasions 
when you have been a contestant in our 
smaller local matches. 


I would have loved to have had more 
time to talk with Cline Deere, Ferris Pin- 
dell and Irv Potter who were there with 
guns that bore a strong family resemblance 
and those three fellows were running a 
pretty close competition among themselves 
and up in the general front of the field. 
Cline was there defending the good job 
that he did in 1961. For more than ten 
years I have seen him come to those shoots 
and to me, he hasn’t changed a particle. 
He is as young in spirit as the juniors and 
as full of good ideas as the Mechanic’s 
Handbook. The well thought out and pre- 
cise work which he and Ferris put in to 
their equipment is worth a trip to the 
matches itself. 


If I get too old to shoot, I am just go- 
ing to the matches and hang around and 
listen to the conversation and antics of fel- 
lows like that. I hope at that stage, I will 
still be able to laugh because I know that 
Cline Deere will still be playing jokes on 
somebody and teasing Ferris and his other 
friends. Don’t get the impression that I 
am looking forward to those older years 
but they are headed in my direction just 
the same and all I can hope is that I can 
stand up as well under them as do some 
of my other shooter friends. 


I have a suspicion that Walt Berrimen 
who we all know so fondly as Pop is per- 
haps the senior shooter as far as years are 
concerned but he was still plugging along, 
doing a little complaining but under it all I 
could see that he was having a good time, 
too. Andy Brower who was probably 
shooting competitively when I was little 
past the romper stage, was coming to me 
with great glee every time he licked me. 
He usually bets a dime a relay with Merrie 
but this time I think he took ‘particular joy 
in advising me of his success because this 
year he has glass bedded both of his rifles 
and he claims they are shooting better for 
him than ever. You fellows who read this 
column from time to time recognize that I 
am not much of a booster for the glass 
products. If you coat the stock with royal 
jelly, or lubricate the action with mother’s 


milk and the gun shoots better for the sea- 
son, you might as well keep up the confi- 
dence in it, and I am glad that Andy got 
as much pleasure out of this year’s shoot- 
ing. Andy had a few side bets on with 
“iron man” Ed Seymour. Ed has been 
around for a few years and when anybody 
tops him in a day’s activities, they have 
really been putting out. Ed gets to the 
matches early in the morning, shoots with 
gusto all day, and looks forward with an- 
ticipation to its remaining hours, and leaves 
many of us envying his stamina. 

Folks flew in from Texas and the west 
coast and_ stations in between. Colonel 
T. J. Jackson, Jr. was there and you 
would think he was back at an Air Force 
school, absorbing all the technical informa- 
tion that he got during the periods between 
the relays and shot with as much enthus- 
iasm as a boy on his solo flights. Henry 
Spencer and his wife proved their fondness 
for benchrest shooting by driving from 
Texas to St. Louis for the National Varmint 
Matches, back to Texas and then back to 
the Nationals. It takes some love for 
shooting to do that and they proved to be 
good competitors. Another couple who 
Merrie and I had written about and read 
about were Ray and Virginia Jones from 
Yreka, California and we were certainly 
happy to meet them. Virginia is certainly 
the kind of shooting competitor that we like 
to keep in the game. She kept right on 
shooting well in spite of the strain and dis- 
appointment of what fortunately turned out 
to be a temporary disqualification. This 
was one of the instances where the station- 
ary backing strip and moving backer were 
needed to the fullest extent and after the 
protest was filed, the missing tenth shot 
was definitely located. There is a lot of 
thought being given to altering some of 
these disqualification rules, and undoubted- 
ly some of the Directors are working on 
that subject. 


As you recall, last year we made a 
change in the rules in cases where a tar- 
get was fired on in error, and although 
George McMullen came in in the “Top 
Twenty,” I’m not sure he is going to live 
out the winter but I’m a little inclined to 
believe he will because his wife Bernice 
has such a wonderful disposition that per- 
haps by now she has forgiven him. By co- 
incidence, he drew a bench that was four 
sequences away from hers. On one occa- 
sion, he was contentedly sighted in on a 
target and starting a nice small group. 
He doesn’t waste much time on sighter 
shots and he had several on the record 
target when he heard a little hubbub down 
the line and some conversation with the 
range officer. The usual alarm from the 
range officer went out but George fired 
down a couple more shots with another 
complaint from the shooter whose target 
was shot up. By this time, Goerge recog- 
nized his wife’s voice as part of the com- 
plaint and soon after woke up to the fact 
that he was shooting on her target. It 
was one of the good jokes of the shoot, and 
both George and Bernice were laughing at 
it as the event went on. George had for- 
gotten that he moved up four benches each 
time that he shot but the scoring detail 
didn’t and they penalized George the usual 
amount for shooting on the wrong target. 


Bill and Barbara Schellert were an- 
other husband and wife combination that 
were shooting against one another as well 
as the field. I think Bill came out a little 
ahead but Barbara was showing that she 

ew what it was all about and turning in 
some pretty good groups. 


It just happened that I missed seeing 
Edith Wenkenbach at the shoots I attended 
this year but she was there to round out 
the coterie of good women shooters and 
make some of the men howl loudly, but 
not seriously, that “a woman’s place is in 
the kitchen.” 


(Continued on Page Twenty) 
SEPTEMBER 1963 


TELESCOPES 
For Target Shooting 


The 1%” Target Scope 


Available in 10, 12, 14, 16, 18 and 20X 


Our catalog upon request 


For the hunter who JOHN UNERTL OPTICAL CO. 


wants the least expen- SES — 
sive way to a Magnum 3551—55 East St. Pittsburgh 14, Pa. 

rifle, the Norma .308 
MAGNUAMis the answer. 


The .308 Norma Mag- 
num cartridge fits the 


standard .30-06 length K UTC H | N G S 


action. It’s easy to have tat 


your .30-06 rifle mag- RIFLE STOCKS Send ri sy eae = -_ =, 


somized. stinply ae stocks which are the favorites of both 


f . ith Dealer Inquires Invited experienced hunters and target shoot- 
your favorite gunsmith, on printed letterhead ers. 
With moderate breech L. B. ROTHSCHILD, Manufacturer, Dept. P-59 4504 W. Washington Blvd., Los Angeles 16, Calif, 


pressures, the .308 pe 
Norma Magnum gives 


this kind of powerful 


MATCH RIFLES, BULLGUNS, POSITION .22’s, FREE RIFLES 


performance: 
© 180 grain bullet Thumbhole stock assemblies (kits). Semi-Finished target stocks, Palm rests, hook 
* 3100 feet/second buttplate sets, etc. Handstops and palmrests to fit 52D rails. Complete new 52D 
& 40X thumbhole stock position rifles. Russian Strela & Mts-12 .22 free rifles 
© 3842 foot pounds with double-set triggers adjustable to over 3 Ibs. Walther .22 position rifles, air 
piles foe , = all on hand now. SPECIAL—Extra-high comb target stocks 
. ws or oddball long Remington receivers, no magazine cut. Can be used with 40X, 
Rg very Sa ag lion 722, 721, altered bench jobs, etc. for varmint class stocks, Claro walnut, postpaid, 
with a standard Leng bie ape $17.50 each. Have left-handed target stocks for M70’s. Spirit level attachments 
the SUPER POWERED, smashing .358 for Redfield International front sights (no other) $5.25 ppd. Crosshairs in spot- 
Norma Magnum Cartridge. ting scopes, Bushnell and B & L, $10.00. 
Both the New .308 and .358 are ROY F. DUNLAP, 2319 Ft. Lowell Road, Tucson, Arizona 


available as handloading compo- 
nents with the “maximum life’ un- 
primed case. 


Look’ to NORMA for leadership. 
Producers of the world’s most ad- 
vanced line of: 

e PRECISION BULLETS 

@ UNPRIMED VIRGIN BRASS 

e LOADED AMMUNITION 


NEW! 
“OSTER” Plastic Products 


Cartridge Box Loading Block 
.22 Lr. Cal. (Range Block) | — 


Want more handloading info? Capacity—50 .22 LR Cart. Capacity—25 cases 35-8x35-8 


ize—43 a5 f 
Send 25¢ to the “Norma Man” for Size 4% oH oy a 3 ee Sizes—Regular and Magnum 
the new “Gunbug’s Guide” For the ‘Plinker’—Target Shooter (State which when ordering) 

Box PS-9 Price—$1.00 Ppd Price 39c—3 for $1.00 Ppd. 
LLANERCH GUN SHOP, Dept. PS Upper Darby, Pa. Dealers Inquire 
TE 

Normd- 


precas:on 


Div. of General Sporting Goods Corp. 


SAS DIES F 
P. O. Box 250, Norh Bend, Oregon T. H. BOUGHTON, Gunsmith 


@ MITEY-MITE bullet swaging Rebarreling— Chambering —Restocking 
press Bench Rest and Varmint Rifles built. 

@ Jacketed bullet making dies Repair and accuracy work. NBRSA 

@ Bullet canneluring tool Member and Competitive Shooter. 

“If you want a die we can help you” 41¢ Stone Road Rochester 16, N. Y. 


SOUTH LANSING, NEW YORK 
In Canada: Globe Firearms Ltd., Ottawa 
George L. McNicol Ltd., Vancouver 
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Forster-Appelt Power Case Trimmer 


% 
be . 
COLLET :  . 
P por COMER LINE-UR ALLEN 
Le — SCRILOT BARS WRENCH 
Fits any drill press to trim cases to the 
proper length quickly and easily. Especially 
useful where considerable shortening of the 
case neck must be done. 
Complete with one collet and pilot .... $12.50 
Con-ersion kit for those who already have 

the hand-onerated FORSTER 

CASE “TRIMMER: iscec< csekctes ted cee $9.00 


NEW ACCESSORIES NOW AVAILABLE 
UNIVERSAL HOLLOW POINTER, fits any 
caliber. In either 1/16” or Ve” drill size $4.75 
30/C6 BULLET NOSE TRIMMER, for re- 
moving the point squarely and uniformly 
from mi‘itary cartridges prior to hollow 
POINGING 5 aS eulns gue dt aistan 6 ha Sete Coes $4.75 
PRIMER POCKET CHAMFERING TOOL, 
fits any size primer pocket, with center $5.00 


fas 


222 Rem. Mag. HEADSPACE GAUGES and 
COMBINATION CASE LENGTH AND 
HEADSPACE GAUGES are now ready. 
Only $4.50 each gauge 
FORSTER CASE TRIMMER, 1 collet & 
VBE: ci pussiemandcunns ou a cmaeya-es te $14.25 
BULLET PULLER, with one collet ... $4.75 
OUTSIDE NECK TURNER, with one 
PUIOES seicgenan nxeenndels Sure ES HSE Es 
INSIDE NECK REAMER ............. $5.50 
PRIMER POCKET CLEANER, with 
COIN LER iste 6 5 a asd x GS 4. & Fovmierauendis, de otunacds < a 
INS 'DE-OUTSIDE CASE CHAMFERING 
TOOL, aise een ia Nee hGhs anes </sceew nes & $2.50 
STOCKMAKERS HAND SCREWS, pair $2.00 
STOCK INLETTING GUIDE SCREWS, 
eacd $.35 
LOADING DIE BLANKS, with lock ring $2.25 
GUARD SCREWS, each $.30 


write for free literature : 
Gunsmith and Dealer inquiries invited 


Forster-Appelt Mfg. Co., Inc. 


19 E. Lanark Ave. 


Lanark, Illinois 


BENCH REST AND VARMINT 
SHOOTERS 
““My Special’ Sierra’ .30 caliber 
Jackets (described in August 1961 A 
issue) available in 1.050”, 1.150” & 
1.250” lengths @ $16.00 per M plus 
rostage for 7 Ibs. 


6m/m Sierra Jackets in .827” & .937” 
@ $12.50 per M postpaid. 

22 caliber Sierra Jackets in .705” @ 
$10.00 per M postpaid. 


3/16”, 240” & 5/16” lead wire in 25 lb. spools. 
KENRU Precision Soft Swaged 22 caliber Bullets. 
-38 cal. & .44 cal. Half-Jackets @ $7.50 & $9.00 
per M. 

All orders must have payment enclosed, or be 
sent C. O. D. No reply to inquiries unless accom- 
panied with self-addressed envelope, or return 
postage. {member NRA & NBRSA) 

KENRU RELOADING SERVICE 


166 Normandy Ave. 
Rochester 19, New York 


SAM BOND e 


NEW PHILADELPHIA, OHIO 
RETAIL & WHOLESALE 


SHOOTING & HUNTING SUPPLIES 
CARD FOR LIST 


Stool Shootin Stuff 
(Continued from Page Eighteen) 


The evolution in shooting has, as I 
look back on it over the last ten years, been 
quite interesting. Shortly before that time, 
we were shooting with guns which were 
made most frequently from old military 
Mauser rifles. The heavier barrel was 
creeping into the picture but many of them 
were still stocked with the military version 
stock and quite a few of them were cut off 
just in front of the receiver. Barrels or 
stock were rested on a small sandbag over 
various layers of wood blocks although 
sometimes huge sandbags or bags of grain 
were considered part of the shooters suc- 
cess. Several layers of sandbags might ap- 
pear in the back but it was hardly consid- 
ered possible to shoot a good group off of 
a hard surface. Today we think nothing of 
resting the stock on a bar of steel or a 
smooth block of plastic if we are shooting 
wooden stocks of a semi conventional type. 

Of the eighty shooters, there were 
some forty five in the limited classification 
and these had no accessories which tended 
to bring the barrel back to the battery po- 
sition. There were some heavy guns and 
some very wide fore ends but each time 
the gun was shot, it had to be carefully 
aimed. Among the other approximate thir- 
ty five guns, there was exhibited a wide 
range of ingenuity and talent. 


About half a dozen of them could not 
be considered as being stocked in the gen- 
eral sense of the word. It’s true that they 
were mounted on something but I think the 
word “on” should be used rather than “in,” 
because in place of the stocks, there were 
5” or 6” wide sections of aluminum chan- 
nels of very heavy structure. The barrels 
were gripped in large heavy blocks immed- 
iately in front of the receiver and the bases 
of these blocks made the only contact with 
the aluminum channel as there were clear- 
ance holes for the triggers and the bolt 
handle. Even the wide channel was not 
sufficiently stable for some of them and 
those shooters used an outrigger system on 
the channel for the bearing surface on the 
rests. These rests were often bearing at 
the bore level of the barrel, giving the rifle 
a suspended system rather than a resting 
system as we usually see it in contact with 
the bottom of the stock. 


George Fullmer, a West Coast gun- 
smith with whom I have corresponded on 
several occasions but never until this period 
had the pleasure of meeting, had a great 
wide wooden element that certainly would 
be referred to as a stock and Sam Wilson 
had his gun on a piece of walnut that was 
almost two by four in shape. His receiver 
is more than 3” in diameter and as I re- 
member it, pretty close to 1 foot in length. 
Sam told me that his 1%” barrel was cham- 
bered and throated in such a manner that 
the bullet was fully supported for almost 
all of its bearing length or shall we say 
what would become its bearing length 
when it was fired because it had a con- 
tinuous taper forward which matched _per- 
fectly the pre-throating area of the cham- 
ber and he accented this taper principle by 
only seating his bullets deep enough to 
make a closure for the powder. Because 
I am very fond of Mr. Wilson and a great 
admirer of his ability as a shooter and pre- 
cise workman, I stood in back of him when 
he was shooting in the first relay, on sev- 
eral occasions. The mirage and wind were 
very rough and contrary to what I had 
been led to believe. Sam was not depend- 
ing wholly on his gun returning to battery. 
I noticed that on almost every occasion, 
he touched a windage or elevation screw 
for a tiny adjustment and at least on half 
of the shots I saw him reach up with his 
left hand and it seemed to me put pressure 
sidewards or downwards on the wooden 
stock-like surface. He may have been 
watching the wind and flags with one eye 
but he didn’t seem to take his shooting eye 
away from the telescope as I have seen 


others do when they are shooting the so- 


called return-to-zero device. I didn’t ask 
him what he was watching and using for a 
guide but if I had I believe he would have 
told me truthfully but since I was shooting 
at a different bench number in each event, 
I am not sure I could have used the same 
guide. 

There is always much joking about the 
lying wind flags and I think it was Bill 
Purcell who said that a few nights previ- 
ous, he listened to a baseball broadcaster 
who expressed consternation because at 
the game he was watching, the wind 
seemed to be coming from one direction 
and_ the flag blowing another. Such a 
condition would certainly not cause sur- 
prise to we shooters. We are used to 
seeing flags between us and the _ targets 
blowing as much as four to six different 
directions with the dust rising from some 
of the shots and going right or left from 
some of the others. A few seconds later, 
any one of those indicators might be show- 
ing in the opposite direction. That’s what 
makes us tear our hair out. I heard one 
of the boys ask Ed McNally what flag he 
liked best and should it be located near the 
shooter, near the target or at some point 
between. Ed came right back with the 
answer that he wasn’t very fond of any of 
the flags and that his preference was a 
good blade of Timothy hay within the field 
of his telescope. That’s about the way it 
goes sometimes and I was amused a month 
or so ago when I sat beside a shooter who 
groaned because a subsequent shooter on 
his bench called to have the blade of 
grass or small weed between him and the 
target removed. 

The boys haven’t got the wind prob- 
lem entirely licked now with their rests 
but, by gosh, there is a lot of progress 
being made on compensating for the mir- 
age. The various models of rests were 
really something to see. The workmanship 
in many of them was beautiful and there 
were at least a dozen models that were 
more costly than the rifles that rested on 

em. 
There was a lot of conversation at the 
match about new rules and classifications 
and I noticed that the President, Al Wal- 
ters, announced that there were definitely 
changes forthcoming and that it was hoped 
the different ideas would be jelled and 
published before the first of the year. I 
don’t think I or anybody else should jump 
at conclusions until that time. It’s been 
done too often before, many times causing 
alarm and apprehension that was not justi- 
fied. These Directors are faced with the 
dilemma of trying to do the difficult im- 
mediately and only being given a little 
longer time to accomplish the impossible. 
It is certainly fair to say that to please 
preryuody is mighty close to the impossi- 

e. 

They would hardly finish their supper 
when they would be called over to a Direc- 
tors’ Meeting and we would not see those 
boys in circulation again until very late in 
the evening. Not only did the officers and 
directors have to work hard at the national 
matches but the referees were faced with 
quite a problem. I know because I loaded 
within a few feet of Al Angermann and he 
would hardly get set down at his loading 
point before the loud speaker would blare 
out and call for him for a referee confer- 
ence. Refereeing isn’t a very serious chore 
for a fellow who isn’t very conscientious 
but Al and the others, too, took their jobs 
very seriously and I am sure in every in- 
stance where they had to make a ruling, 
the shooter got a very fair break. 

The range system worked faultlessly 
under the tireless efforts of Hap Zeiser and 
his crew and Bob Hart’s wife seemed to be 
everywhere at once handling her dining 
room crew which in many instances con- 
sisted of several volunteers among wives 
of the shooters. I knew a year or so ago 
that Wally Hart was a very good range 

(Continued on Page Twenty-two) 
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pouctas ULTRARIFLED sarecis 


WORLD’S FINEST PRODUCTION MADE RIFLE BARREL 


The quality of DOUGLAS barrels has been proven many times on the target and in the field, both big 
game and varmint shooting. These barrels hold many records on the target, in bench rest, big bore, 
and small bore target work. We receive new reports all the time, attesting to their excellence, from 
the target shooter and hunter. We feel that we are making the finest production made rifle barrel 
available in the world today. Further, our wide range of sizes and weights, variety of calibers, deliv- 
eries, prices and discounts to gunsmiths, add up to a service that is not available from any other bar- 
rel maker in the land. 


AND NOW DOUGLAS OFFERS CUT-RIFLED MUZZLE LOADER BARRELS 


We feel these to be the finest muzzle loader barrel blanks available anywhere regardless of price. 
Made from octagon shaped steel with a smooth cold rolled finish. They will finish up to 42” long, 
rifled with 8 lands and grooves in one turn in 48”. Available in 32, 36, 40, 45 and 50 caliber. Made in 
three sizes 74”, 1” and 1%” across the flats. 50 caliber barrels available only in 1” and 1%”. Any size 
and caliber listed for only $27.50. Subject to regular gunsmiths discount. 


WRITE FOR FREE LITERATURE ON THESE BARRELS AND THE OTHER FINE BAR- 


RELS THAT WE MAKE. 


G. R. DOUGLAS CO., INC. 


5504 Big Tyler Road 


Charleston 2, W. Va. 


Tack-driving accuracy, whether afield for 
varmints or at the Bench Rest, demands 
a perfect matching of man and equipment. 


Three of the ‘Partners,’ rifle, ammunition 
and shooter usually are tuned to perfection 
by the shooter himself. With the scope, how- 
ever, performance ability is strictly up to the 
manufacturer. 


Serious shooters rely on Lyman skill and 
experience built in to every SUPER-TARGET- 
SPOT scope. Each part from the smallest 
screw to the completed scope undergoes 
constant, continuous test and inspection. We 


yinicarn 


Gt GUN SIGHT CORP., MIDDLEFIELD, CONN. 


ELESCOPIC SIGHT DIVISION 


SEPTEMBER 1963 


PARTNERS 


FOR PRECISION 


know precision shooting demands the best, 
and any scope less than perfect never 
leaves our factory. So... if you’re in the 
market, don’t buy anything ’til you’ve com- 
pared a Super-Targetspot ... the one scope 
whose performance and reliability are 
guaranteed indefinitely. Available in 10, 
12, 15, 20, 25 and 30 power. From your 
Authorized Lyman Scope Dealer. 

ahr tetesbestenteat-picnieetelcly teuteet tet | 

Mail coupon for more informatica 
I THE LYMAN GUN SIGHT CORP., MIDDLEFIELD, CONN. DEPT, pso 


WAME 


ADDRESS. 
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LAMINATED 
BLANKS 


- . . . for Precision Shooters! 
(As formerly offered by Owens of 
Watkins Glen, N. Y. 


Length: 34 and 36 inches 
Depth at butt: 7 inches 
Depth at fore-end: 


As shown below 


2” Blank 7 ply $15.00 
3” Blank 10 ply 20.00 
3” Blank 20 ply 35.00 
3Y2” Blank 12 ply 22.50 
3i/” Blank 25 ply 40.00 
442” Blank 13 ply 25.00 
Also! 


Combination Laminated 
Blanks by Fajen 


242” Blank 1/16” Maple-—1/28” Walnut 
$24.00 

234” Blank 1/16” Maple—1/28” Walnut 
: $27.50 


AND Fajens “OLYMPIC” 


Free 


Stock 
Style 


. . with side thumb rest and thumb hole. 
Write for prices. 
Send $1.00 for Fajen’s colorful new cata- 
log of custom and regular style target 
and benchrest stocks; machine-shaped or 
completely finished and fitted. 


REINHART FAJEN 


INCORPORATED 
WARSAW, MISSOURI 
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DON’T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE OF 
PRECISION SHOOTING 


SUBSCRIBE NOW WITH THIS HANDY 
COUPON — OR ON YOUR OWN STATIONERY 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM FOR PRECISION SHOOTING 


64 DEPOT STREET LYNDONVILLE, VERMONT 
Please enter my subscription for the period indicated below 
[] TWO years $7.00 [] ONE year $4.00 


[] THREE years $9.00 [] FOREIGN 1 year $5.00 
{] Payment enclosed [] Please bill me 


FOR THE SHOOTER BY A SHOOTER 


Mark III BSA .22 Target Rifle— 


HEAVY WEIGHT 14144# or LIGHTWEIGHT 
12#BSA __ For Right Hand or Left Hand Shooter 


It Is Supreme — It Is Accurate 
MARK III Less sights $210.00 


“MARK III with 1-8 Min Parker-Hale sights $245.00 
MARTINI-INTERNATIONAL MARK III with Freeland sights $270.00 


n Caliber 
4” Rifle Trunk 
Y Opening small bore kit . . 
Freeland 31” Accessory Kit, 
% tray 


Freeland “61” International 
Butt Plate $33.00 


FREELAND Olympic 


Aluminum Butt Plate ...... $10.50 sue 

FREELAND Base Plate with “=. 

Free Rifle Hook, Oly. .... $15.75 é 

FREELAND Butt Plate with RB 

Rubber Pad, Olympic .... $13.00 @ 

FREELAND Free Rifle Hook 

Only, Olympic ............ $8.50 

Butt Plate Spacer 4%” or %4” $7.00 All Angle Tripod "ee 


Mid-Century Cuff, Comb. .. $8.50 


Freeland Recoil Spring ................. $3.50 
Freeland Midcentury Cuff Comb. ........ $8.50 
Delsuxe Cuff’ & Hook: 2 cick vs ceaadagews $4.25 
61-S Olympic 1%” cuff-sling ............ $6.00 
Freeland tapered cuff combination #61A .. $6.75 
Freeland AF55L Exceptional Leather 

RUBE: CASE e descsyada ese: aceon Gwenn need $35.00 
10-X_ Rifle Coat... ees $20.00 

A FEW GUNS 

Sportsman 58 $139.95 742A Rem. .. $139.95 
40X Rem. .. $139.75 52-D Win. .. $145.00 
K22 King .... $81.00 Sentinel Reg. $42.95 
Sport King .. $54.95 Model 88 ... $136.50 
Mod. 12 Std. $109.15 Model 70 Std. $139.00 
513T Rem. ... $88.95 Ruger Single Six $63.25 


M870 Rem. .. $94.95 


WRITE US FOR ALL YOUR GUN, SCOPE, MOUNT, SIGHT AND RELOADING NEEDS. 
Freeland and BSA Pamphlets Free Send $1.00 for General Catalogue 


FREELAND’S SCOPE STANDS, INC. 


Al Freeland, Nationally Known Rifleman 
3737 14th Ave., % ROCK ISLAND, ILL. 
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Stool Shootin Stuff 
(Continued from Page Twenty) 

officer and he was even better this year as 
he patiently coaxed and coached people 
along through four relays from morning to 
nearly dark. While passing bouquets to 
the helpful volunteers, we must never lose 
track of the valuable assistance that Rosie 
Rucker contributes to the wailing wall. 
She not only keeps track of the top shoot- 
ers as she hangs up the many targets on 
the wall, following the scoring but she is a 
constant source of information on the gen- 
eral standing. 

A range such as Bob has established 
there in that beautiful mountainside loca- 
tion represents a lot of expense but we sel- 
dom think of that and I doubt if Bob 
thinks of it often either. Such is the way 
of life but it wouldn’t hurt us to be a little 
more appreciative of the efforts Bob and 
his family take to make our shooting more 
enjoyable. There is another nice feature 
at the range that has always made a deep 
impression on me and makes me proud to 
be part of such a group. With all of the 
nonsense that goes on in my State and 
others in respect to banning prayers in the 
schools and with little regard for patriotism 
and the honor that is due the flag, I feel 
my time is well spent in the morning when 
the flag is raised at the club pole, and a 
prayer is offered and it is an edifying ex- 
perience to see all of the members stand 
at attention with respect. This ritual is not 
exclusive with the Council Cup Range. 
A similar one was provided at St. Louis 
where we also had a group of good work- 
ers and an outstanding range officer, E. R. 
Jackson. He was mighty nice to me when 
I was down there and he handled his pro- 
fessional job so well that I asked him if 
he would run a little strip of tape on_his 
recorder so that in the winter months when 
I am looking at pictures and thinking of 
shooting, I can play back that tape and 
make my memoirs more realistic. 

One of the conditions that came fur- 
ther to the front at the Nationals was a 
broader use of 30 caliber rifles. Mike 
Walker quite aptly put it when he com- 
mented that the fellows who were using 
them were good shooters and would do 
well with any rifle; nevertheless, I believe 
that the shooting of these larger bore rifles 
which are frequently averaging groups 
smaller than those that only a few years 
ago we thought were good in the smaller 
calibers is a credit to our game and an ad- 
vantage to the nation. 

Two other revolutions I noticed were 
the ever increasing number of trailers and 
tents and family groups coming to the 
matches. It is even spreading to the pets 
and this year we had almost enough of 
them to make a dog show, and in some in- 
stances, the noise was as impressive as the 
shooting. Cordially yours, 


Onit -Lbhlrchutx. 


Random Shots 

(Continued from Page Eleven) 
meter and 1/Lt. Eric Nilson, USAF, was 
high in the Dewar, both with 400-35X. 
Jim Tempest, Omaha, Neb., finished up 
with top score of 400-28X at 100-yds. 

We are grateful to Gil Baltzer, Exec. 
Officer of the Mill Creek Rifle Club for 
quoting July “Random Shots” in his foot- 
note to the official bulletin. Gil, it is un- 
fortunate that Caygle was unable to correct 
what you called attention to, before Perry— 
that his X-count was slipping. (Ed’s bed- 
der had just started going sour, but condi- 
tions were so bad at Perry that he thought 
that he was missing some changes. On 
the final day of the Nat’ls when it became 
calmer, he knew definitely that the rifle 
was throwing an occasional wide one. 
The Gunsmith Shop at Lackland AFB re- 
ceived a rush order on this rifle to get it 
ready for the Int'l Nationals.) 


Ciassified type ads; no display. Rates: 
— 10¢ per word per insertion, prepaid. 
Minimum charge $1.00. Closing date for ads 
is the last Saturday of the month preceding 
publication. 


Groups of figures, abbreviations and 
initials count as words. Hyphenated word 
counts as two words. Name and address of 
advertiser is counted. Use full words in- 
stead of initials and abbreviations and make 
your meaning entirely clear — get your 
money’s worth. 


WANTED: PRODUCT. Reilly Machine 
Works, 445 Western Avenue, Albany, New 
York. 


ee SSeSFSFSFSFee 


COINCIDENCE???? 'The two top guns at 
Dryden were both stocked with YAMA- 
WOOD! Either get a Yama stock or eat 
Yama dust! Longarini, Dept. P, Dana 
Point, California. ~ 


1963 NATIONAL VARMINT & SPORTER 
CHAMPIONSHIP Complete Match and 
Equipment Report available from Superior 
Office Service, 225 S. Meremac, Clayton 5, 
Missouri for $1.00. 


WANTED: Kampen jackets, 22 caliber, 
-675”. 10,000. Stan  Weatherley, 125 
Lyndhurst Ave., Toronto 4, Ont., Can. 


SELL OR TRADE for Leica M3 auxiliary 
equipment or other photographic supplies 
or Unertl Ultra Varmint calibrated head. 
222 Bench Rest outfit by Barney Auston, 
Day SS barrel, $150.00. 22-250 Mauser 
DST, Wallack barrel, Brownell stock, 
$125.00. 25 Souper, Mauser DST, Doug- 
las premium barrel, $90.00. NRA excel- 
lent with dies and cases. J. H. Dougherty, 
332 S. 20 St., Terre Haute, Indiana. 


THE REMINGTON MODEL 725, 
-280 REM. CAL. 


By W. John Farquharson 


This is a report on the Remington 
Model 725 bolt rifle in .280 calibre, fitted 
with a 4X Bushnell “Scopechief’ in Bush- 
nell top mounts. This rifle is aimed at the 
discerning shooter who wanted something 
better made and finished than the standard 
Remington 721-722’s, 


A new Remington 725 was kindly sup- 
plied for test by a friend who, not being a 
target shot, claimed it was “very accurate.” 
Subsequent tests showed that he must have 
had his tongue deeply in cheek. 


; The .280 Remington cartridge is very 
similar in form and purpose to the justly 
famous .270 Winchester. The story I had 
was that the .280 was loaded to slightly 
lower pressures in order to function proper- 
ly in the Model 742 “Woodmaster” and the 
pump 760 “Gamemaster.” 


The .280 cartridge comes in 4 factory 
loads: 100 gr. for varmints, 125 gr. for light 
game, 150 gr. for heavier animals, and the 
165 gr. Core-Lokt for moose and other 
heaviest game. We used the two loads; 
125 grain high speed spitzer, and the 150 
grain Pointed Core-Lokt at 2820 feet per 
second. We tried a few rounds with both 
the 100 grain and the 165 grain Moose- 
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buster. Results were inconclusive since we 
became depressed just looking at the re- 
sults. They varied between 3% and 4 min- 
utes of angle—at 200 yards this equals 7 
and 8 inch ten shot groups. Just wide 
enough to miss the vitals of a deer. 


Let’s deal with the favourable features 
of this new rifle. It has quite a few 
worthy of note. The stock design is excel- 
lent. Whoever he was (Mike Walker?) he 
deserves full marks for a comfortable, 
handsome, form-fitting stock design that 
positions the right hand and trigger finger 
exactly right for effective trigger control. 
The rather square forearm section was good 
in that it helped keep the “flowering” fin- 
gers away from a very hot barrel. 


The modified Monte Carlo stock de- 
sign allowed the recoil to come straight 
back to be handled easily. The pistol grip 
fitted me perfectly. The trigger of about 
4 pounds pull, was crisp and clean. Drilled 
and tapped for scope and receiver sights 
and fitted with 1 inch sling swivels, this 
rifle was well on its way to becoming a 
complete hunting weapon as it came from 
the box. 


Unfortunately, poorer features of the 
Model 725 came to light. Pressings and 
stampings don’t belong in a fine weapon 
intended for a discerning market. They 
bend out of shape and are hard to fix, re- 
pair or replace. There is no substitute for 
good solid machined steel. 


The bedding and barrel channel, for 
example . . . you know, I never knew that 
Canadian beavers emigrated as far East as 
Bridgeport—yet, that’s what the end result 
looked like. 


Now for the shooting. The 125 grain 
factory loads at 3190 £/s (factory rated) just 
would not group into less than 7 inches at 
200 yards, shooting prone-forearm rested 
or sling shooting. The 150 grain loads 
were most accurate in this rifle—10 shots 
would just hold a 6% inch circle at 200 
yards. Even re-bedding by an expert gun- 
smith didn’t help much. Groups just 
wouldn’t shrink down to any reasonable 
size and both Art Savage, my shooting 
partner, and I about lost our sense of hu- 
mour! We check-fired a Canadian Army 
FN (C-1) 7.62 and my own .303 No. 4 Mk 
1/3 Fulton against the Model 725 scoped 
Remington and were recording 49’s and 
50/50 “Possibles”—so, it wasn’t us! 


I think this was a valid test. The old 
Lee Enfield gave away a lot to the new 
Remington bolt gun. We had only aper- 
ture sights and shooting sling and shooting 
factory made ammo 12 years old. The 
Remington had the very real advantage of 
4X magnification, the best and _ strongest 
barrel-supporting action, brand new factory 
made ammunition, plus all the accumulated 
knowledge of the vast Du Pont complex— 
and still it wouldn’t shoot. 


The only reason why our No. 4’s are 
accurate is because many gunsmiths have 
‘triumphed over its design. The Army 
Lee Enfield is meant for the toughest 
“game” of all — WAR. Our “Match” .303 
rifles could be put into instant use against 
any enemy and at any range up to 1000 
yards, with deadly results. Can the same 
be said of the Remington 725 in .280 cali- 
bre in the game fields? From the results 
of this one, I doubt it. 

True, we might have gotten a 
“lemon.” But then, Remington has enough 
people in Bridgeport to ensure that no such 
“lemons” reach dealers’ shelves. 

In conclusion, I cannot recommend 
anyone buying, at $155.00 a throw, this 
type of rifle. This deplorable situation 
will only cease when Rem. brass insists on 
much more test firing and includes such 
fired targets with their rifles, the way 
European manufacturers do. More test- 
ing—and less boasting, please. 


CHOOSE 
SIERRA! 


Outstanding performance 
in every caliber. 


.22, .244 dia., 53 gr. 

=] Bench Rest Hollow 
Point. Groups to 14” 

have been recorded. 


6mm, .243 dia., 75 gr. 
# Hollow Point 
gy High Velocity 
Performance 


.25, .257 dia., 100 gr. 
= Spitzer. A hunting 

j bullet holding world’s 
record for 5 shots at 
300 meters. 


6.5mm, .264 dia., 
100 gr 


Hollow Point. 
Accurate High Velocity 
for target and varmint. 


6.5mm, .264 dia., 
140 gr. 
Spitzer Boat Tail 
Accurate performance 
at long range. 


.270, .277 dia., 90 gr. 
Hollow Point. 

Pin-point accuracy for 
target and varmint. 


-30 Competition 


.30 caliber bullets designed exclusively for 
long range target to satisfy personal 
preferences in weight. 


=] 168 gr. International 
=| 180 gr. Matchking 
=| 190 gr. Matchking 


200 gr. Matchking 


Sierra manufactures over 50.different 
precision-made bullets. Send for 

FREE BOOKLET “Introduction to Reloading" 
and illustrated price list. Dept. Sp-2 


\GIERRA 
7 BULLETS 


600 West Whittier Blvd. » Whittier, Calif 


A GREAT NEW 


CENTER FIRE CARTRIDGES 


NIVED 08 


431108 MOHS-IM8 


ACCURACY 

Bullet dimensions 
and weight are care- 
fully controlled—and 
bullet, plus powder 
charge, are ballis- 
tically balanced. This 
means excellent 
accuracy. 


PERFORMANCE 
Heavy jackets, « 
drawn thin atthe 4 
nose, mean good 
initial penetra- 
tion—followed by 
better than twice- 


diameter expansion 
with minimum fragmentation. 


If you predicted this announcement, you are not 
alone. With FEDERAL’S long years of making 
shot shells and over five billion rounds of center 
fire cartridges for the Armed Forces, where else 
could FEDERAL have made a greater contribu- 
tion to shooting satisfaction? It takes experience 


to make good ammunition—and FEDERAL 


learned the long, hard, exacting way. 


THESE CALIBERS NOW AVAILABLE 
(With the new and superior HI-SHOK soft point bullet) 


300 Savage 150 & 180 grain 
30-30 Win. 150 & 170 grain 
270 Win. 130 & 150 grain 
30-06 150 & 180 grain 

243 Win. 100 grain 


7mm Mauser 139 & 175 grain 
308 Win. 150 & 180 grain 

32 Win. Special 170 grain 

303 British 180 grain 

35 Rem.-200 grain 


8mm Mauser 170 grain 
Also, fast shattering soft points for small game and varmints: 


222 Rem. 50 grain 


243 Win. 80 grain 


FEDERAL 


Federal Cartridge Corporation 
Minneapolis 2, Minnesota 
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